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Ryerson University

Chang School of Continuing Education

Department of Philosophy

Summer Term 2016
CPHL187-FA0 Syllabus
Instructor: Victoria I. Burke

Lectures: TTH 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Lecture Location:  VIC 303
Email: victoria.burke@ryerson.ca
Ancient Greek Philosophy
Ancient Greek civilization was marked by the first great attempts at the large-scale systematization of knowledge (8th to 6th centuries BC to 600 AD). The two central thinkers of this era were Plato and Aristotle. The argument can be persuasively made that many of the ideas found in these ancient philosophers have not been exceeded in power by any more recent philosopher. Aristotle (384-322B.C.) shared with his teacher Plato (428–348 B.C.) the view that knowledge must be systematic and unified, and that it must have at it basis an ontology, a science of the nature of being. Aristotle also claimed that interest in philosophy has arisen from a sense of amazement or "wonder" at the plenitude of being. Unlike Plato, who produced polished literary artefacts, dialogues, Aristotle wrote treatises that explored, and sought to explain, the details of the natural world and the ontological basis of this natural world. Indeed, as Aristotle affirms in the Posterior Analytics, it is with our sense experience of the particulars of natural world, not logical demonstration, that knowledge has its beginning (81a37-81b9). In this introduction to ancient Greek philosophy, we will begin by looking at fragments from the pre-Socratics (prior to 428 B.C.). These fragments provide enduring insights into the nature of knowledge and being. We will also examine ancient conceptions of fate before turning to the body of work produced by Plato and Aristotle that will occupy us for most of the course. Ancient Greek dramas tell tale after tale of the helplessness of human beings in the grasp of impersonal fates. In our examination of selections from the dialogues of Plato we will learn of the ancient figure of Socrates. Socrates is featured prominently in Plato’s well-crafted dialogues. He is well known for having been put to death for “impiety to the gods” and for “making the weaker argument appear stronger”. We will also ask such questions discussed by Plato as: is the soul (psyche) independent of the body and does it outlive it? Is the soul immortal? Or are the soul and the body entirely interdependent, and does the soul perish with the body, as Aristotle held? What is the soul? Does the way in which we understand the relationship between the soul and the body influence the way we are to understand the nature of experience and knowledge? We will discuss the nature of ideas, Plato’s “forms” (eidos), love (eros), and participation (methexis) between the world and the forms. Plato’s dialogues often involve puzzles that remain unresolved today. In Aristotle’s treatises we will explore the nature of the mind, the nature of change, the nature of chance, and the difference between beings from nature (physis) and beings from artifice (techne). We will explore Aristotle’s view of that which is “most intelligible” in itself, as opposed to sense experience, which is merely most intelligible to us, as well as his treatments of such topics as substance, being, unity, potentiality and actuality, the divine unmoved mover,  the nature of virtue, and how best to flourish as a rational being. The course will conclude with a look at Plotinus’s early medieval conception of “the one” from the Enneads.
Required Course Texts:

Annas, Julia. Voices of Ancient Philosophy (Oxford University Press ISBN 978-0-19-512695-2)
Plato, Symposium (Pengiun  ISBN-10: 0140449272)
*All readings on the syllabus are from these two books

*Recommended: Plato, Theaetetus (this is an important on knowledge that is insufficiently selected in the Annas course textbook; so, I have ordered it for the bookstore as a recommended, not required, text; you will get more out of the class if you buy it)
*The required Annas book is expensive; so I have placed one copy on reserve at the library with a 2-hour loan period for students who not wish to buy the book)

Obtaining course text: The course texts are available in the university bookstore at the corner of Gould and Victoria Streets.

Course Requirements:  

Class Participation: 10%

Symposium Quiz: 5%


3 Exegetical Text Analysis papers (2-3 pages each):  12.5% each (500-750 words)
10-15 minute Class Presentation or another Exegetical Text Analysis: 12.5%

Final Exam: 35%

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essays must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed single-sided, and double-spaced if the student wants comments. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the Chang School staff, or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. If the student does not want comments, she or he should upload it to the appropriate dropbox on the course website (you will receive either minimal or no comments and a grade only).  Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. For footnoting or citation style use Chicago Manual of Style, MLA Style, or APA Style. Any of the standard style sheets is fine, as long as you are consistent. Do not send emails to the professor inquiring about citation style. A sample style guide will be posted on the Blackboard site for your convenience. Citation of the lectures: (Burke, May 22, 2013). Common knowledge that is widely known does not need to be cited. Fully correct citations require the page numbers of the citation, and marks may be deducted for sloppy and incorrect citations.
Ecologically friendly writing assignments: In the interest of maintaining an ecologically sound course, cover sheets are not required on the assignments. Put your name and student number at the top of the first page and start the essay one quarter of the way down the page. Do not include a bibliography. External sources are not permitted on the analysis papers, and it is presumed you are using the course texts. Put the page citation for references in brackets within the text after the quotation. Example: (Fraser, Rethinking Recognition, 234). Recently some students have been using slightly off-white recycled paper rather than brilliant white paper. This is encouraged. It is encouraged for students to use recycled paper.

Late Papers: Late papers may be handed in to the Chang School front desk during business hours or to the dropbox on the north side of the Chang School building (if the student wants comments) or to the appropriate dropbox on the course website. You must let me know that you have dropped a paper off in the physical dropbox. Be sure the instructor name is on the paper.

Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to the lecture, and should bring the texts to class as the lectures will involve careful and close examination of the readings. Students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and lectures. 

Class Meetings: This class meets for 3 hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The session will be divided into two approximately 1 hour and 20 minute segments divided by a 15 minute break.
Deadlines: The deadlines for the three exegetical essays are June 26, June 23, July 5, July 19, and July 26, 2016. Students should submit the essays in class on the assigned date if they want comments or to the appropriate dropbox if they do not want comments. Late penalties will be assessed on a case-by-case basis, and may involve 5% penalty per day late.
Email: Philosophical questions will not be answered on email. Students must avail themselves of class time in order to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect a response in 48 hours. If the answer to your question can be found on the Blackboard site, you will not receive a response. 

A Note on the Quantity of Reading: There is not a lot of reading for this course, in terms of the actual number of pages, but the reading is difficult. The reading is dense, and hard for the novice to interpret. For this reason, attendance is especially important. The class sessions will summarize and unpack the readings, as well as illuminate points in the reading for special focus. The readings will be difficult to decipher on your own. On the basis of the lectures, you can go back and read thoroughly the sections that most interest you and that you choose to make the focus of your essays. Please note that there will be quite a bit of material presented in class that will not be on the Powerpoint Presentations (which are merely outlines) and that is not easily derivable from the readings without guidance.
Class Participation Grading: Participation marks will be awarded on the basis of the level of student engagement with the class sessions. Points will not necessarily be awarded on the basis of attendance alone, and no records of attendance will be kept. In a group of this size, I will become familiar with students by name. Generally, students who make regular class contributions have a good chance of getting full marks. Students who display a capacity to engage with others (students, lectures) dialogically will generally be given greater credit than students whose social orientation is one-sided or aggressive. Other factors include: level of insight into readings, level of currency with present states of affairs, reading comprehension, consideration of others and productive engagement. If you are concerned about your mark, you can ask me at 2/3 point in the term what your expected participation grade will be, and I will give you an estimate at that point.

D2L Website: This course will have a D2L Brightspace course website where assignments and announcements are posted. Please check the Blackboard site regularly for announcements. The Powerpoint Presentations will also be posted on the Brightspace site.

Class Presentations: Students may either write a fourth exegetical analysis or give a class presentation. Students must decide by July 7 which of these options they choose. Students will sign up for presentations on July 7; if they remain silent and do not sign up, it is presumed they will be writing a 4th exegetical. The class presentation involves selecting a passage of interest from the anywhere in the reading material and presenting to the class the reasons that this particular passage is worth our special attention. 
Course Schedule
WEEK 1

June 21: Course Introduction & Pre-Socratics
Readings: Parmenides, “The Way of Truth,” pp. 227-232; Zeno, “Arguments Against Motion,” pp. 232-234; Heraclitus, Anaximander, Xenophanes, Thales, Empedocles, The Atomists, and Diogenes to be discussed (not in the course textbooks)
June 23: Ancient Conceptions of Fate

Readings: Aristotle, pp. 12-15; Alexander of Aphrodisias, pp. 16-17, 22-29; Cicero, pp. 18-19, 62-66; Aulus Gellius, pp. 20-22; Epicurus, pp. 29-32; Lucretius, pp. 33-34
*1st Exegetical Analysis on the Pre-Socratics due (to be returned to you prior to the drop date for 75% refund: the fourth scheduled class)
WEEK 2

June 28: Plato: Introduction to the “Forms” (eidos), Death & the Soul
Readings: Phaedo, pp. 235-241, 264-269; Parmenides, pp. 246-253, 143-154
*1st Exegetical Analysis to be returned to you
June 30: Plato: Knowledge 

Readings: Theaetetus, pp. 154-156, 209-213, 351-356 (optional  complete text)
WEEK 3

July 5: Plato: Systematic Knowledge
Readings: Republic, pp. 166-192
*2nd Exegetical Analysis due

July 7: Plato: The Symposium, Love (eros)
Readings, The Symposium (complete); Russon, “Eros and Education”, 113-125 (ereserve)
*Sign-up for class presentations (if the students is doing a class presentation)
WEEK 4

July 12: Plato: The Politics and Ethics
Readings: Protagoras, pp. 373; Gorgias, pp. 305-319, 377-391; Crito, pp. 379-383; Republic, pp. 383-387, 405-406; Statesman, pp. 407-419 
*Symposium Quiz (20-minute vocabulary test)
July 14: Aristotle: Metaphysics

Readings: Posterior Analytics, pp. 187-182; Metaphysics, pp. 193-197; Parts of Animals, pp. 197-200; Russon, “Aristotle’s Animative Epistemology”, 
WEEK 5

July 19: Aristotle Physics
Readings: On Coming to Be and Passing Away, pp. 269-270; Physics, pp. 270-277; 280-285
*3rd Exegetical Analysis due
July 21: Aristotle: Ethics
Readings: Nicomachean Ethics, pp. 319-328
WEEK 6

July 26: Aristotle: Politics
Readings: Politics, pp. 420-426, 387-393 

*4th Exegetical Analysis due (if students is writing a 4th)
July 28: Plotinus & Review for Final Exam
Reading: Enneads, pp. 360-370 

WEEK 7:

August 2: Comprehensive Final Examination (the exam will take place in the regularly scheduled classroom from 9:00-11:00 AM—it will be a two-hour exam)
Articles on ERreserve:

Russon, John. “Aristotle’s Animative Epistemology”. Idealistic Studies 25(3), 241-253.
Russon, John. “Eros and Education: Plato’s Transformative Epistemology”. Laval Theologique et Philosophique 56 (1), 113-125.

Accommodation

a. You must inform me of any situation which arises during the semester which may have an adverse effect upon their academic performance; you must request any necessary considerations (e.g. medical or compassionate), or accommodations [e.g. religious observance, disability (should be registered with the Access Center), etc.] according to policies and well in advance.  Failure to do so will jeopardize any academic appeals.
b. Medical Certificates – medical certificates for deadlines, tests and exams missed due to illness must be provided. (See the policy for the details and www.ryerson.ca/rr/medical.pdf for the certificate). Such documents should normally be submitted within 3 working days of a missed assignment, test or exam.
c. Religious Observance – requests are to be made formally within the first two                                       weeks of class. (See www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol150.pdf )
d. Regrading and Recalculation – Must be requested within 10 working days of the return of the graded assignment to the class. These are not grounds for an appeal, but are matters for discussion between the student and the instructor.
Academic Conduct – Refer to www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol60.pdf: 

Policy 60 - Student Code of Academic Conduct: The code of academic conduct will be rigorously enforced.
Student E- Mail Account - Refer to www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol157.pdf 

Policy 157 - Establishment of Student E-Mail Accounts for Official University Communication - Since faculty will be able to get a complete e-mail list from CCS for each class, it is important that students know that they are to obtain and maintain a Ryerson Matrix e-mail account.
Recording of Materials
Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be recorded in any electronic media without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor, a classmate or guest lecturer.


