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Aristotle
Aristotle (384-322B.C.) shared with his teacher Plato the view that knowledge must be systematic and unified, and that it must have at it basis an ontology, a science of the nature of being. Unlike Plato, who produced polished literary artefacts, however, Aristotle wrote treatises that explored, and sought to explain, the details of the natural world and the ontological basis of this natural world. Indeed, as Aristotle affirms in the Posterior Analytics, it is with our sense experience of the particulars of natural world, not logical demonstration, that knowledge has its beginning (81a37-81b9). In this introduction to Aristotle’s thought, we will begin with two treatises on the natural world, De Anima, or On the Soul, whose topic is the psyche, the animating principle of all living beings, and the Physics, which explores the structure of physis, nature, the self-reproducing world that, unlike artefacts, we ourselves have not made. In these two treatises, we will explore such topics as the distinction between the soul and the body, the nature of the mind, the nature of change, the nature of chance, and the difference between beings from nature and beings from artifice. We will then turn to Aristotle’s Metaphysics, which outlines the study of being qua being, the study of that which is most intelligible in itself, as opposed to sense experience, which is merely most intelligible to us. The Metaphysics contains Aristotle’s treatments of such topics as substance, being, unity, potentiality and actuality, and the divine unmoved mover. That is, it contains an account of the ontological basis of the natural world of particulars. We will then turn to Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, which concerns the nature of virtue and how best to flourish as a rational being. With this text, we will examine Aristotle’s conception of the good, the nature of the rational activity of practical wisdom, the nature of friendship, and eudeimonia, happiness or flourishing. The course will conclude with an examination of Aristotle’s view that rational beings are by nature “political animals,” and we will examine the structure of the polis and the nature of authority in the Politics.  
Course Text:

The Basic Works of Aristotle, Ed. Richard McKeon.  ISBN: 0375757996 
Obtaining course text: The course text is available in the university bookstore.
Course Requirements:  

Class Participation: 10%

3 Exegetical Text Analysis papers (2-3 pages each):  12.5% each
10-15 minute Class Presentation or another Exegetical Text Analysis: 12.5%

Term Paper: 40%

Deadlines: The deadlines for the two text analysis papers are January 21, February 11, March 3, March 24, and the final term paper is due on April 14. Students are permitted a total of six free late days for the term, and may draw upon their late days at their own discretion. This means that work may be submitted after the deadline with or without my permission. One free late day will be subtracted from the student's "account" of free late days for each day that the paper is late (week-ends included). However, the total number of free late days per term may not, under any circumstances exceed six, and it would be in the students' interest to save the late days for an emergency. Late papers may be handed in either to me directly, or to my department mailbox, which will be checked regularly. Students do not have direct access to the mailboxes in the philosophy department. So, if you plan to drop the paper off, you must give it to the department secretary who will put it in my mailbox. Students should write on the paper the date and time that they drop-off the paper before turning it in; the number of late days subtracted from the student’s ”account” will be determined by what is written on the paper by the student unless there is compelling evidence that what is noted on the paper is incorrect. If there is no date and time of drop off indicated on the paper or if there is compelling evidence that the date and time written on the paper are incorrect, the late days to be subtracted from the student’s account will be determined by the date and time that I pick up the paper from the mailbox. Papers are due in class on the assigned due date and are counted as one day late after 10:00 a.m. on the next day unless the next day is a Saturday. Week-ends are counted as three days--so if the student turns in a paper on the Monday following the deadline rather than the Friday, three days will be subtracted for the week-end in addition to any other late days that accrue. If papers are submitted late after all of the student’s free late days are used up, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper exceeds the six day limit.

Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to class sessions, and should bring the texts to class as the class sessions will involve careful and close examination of the readings. In the written assignments, students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and class sessions.
Class Presentations: Students may either write a fourth exegetical analysis or give a class presentation. Students must decide by February 16 which of these options they choose. The class presentation involves selecting a passage of interest from the anywhere in the reading material and presenting to the class the reasons that this particular passage is worth our special attention given Aristotle’s general philosophical perspective.
Course Schedule
WEEK 1

January 5: Course introduction 
No readings

January 7: De Anima
Reading: Bk I, i-iv

WEEK 2
January 12: De Anima
Reading: Bk II, i-vi, xi-xii
January 14:  De Anima
Reading: Bk III, i-v, x-xi 
WEEK 3

January 19: Physics
Reading: Bk I, i-ix
January 21: Physics

Reading: Bk II

*1st Exegetical  Analysis due
WEEK 4

January 26: Physics
Reading: Bk III
January 28: Physics
Reading: Bk IV, i-vi, x-xiv
WEEK 5

February 2: Physics
Reading: Bk VIII, i, iv-vi
February 4: Physics, cont’d.
WEEK 6

February 9: Metaphysics
Reading: Bk I, i-iv, vi-vii, ix
February 11: Metaphysics

Reading: Bk II
*2nd Exegetical Analysis due
WEEK 7

February 16: Metaphysics
Reading:  Bk III, i; Bk IV, i-vi; Bk V, vii-viii

February 18: Metaphysics

Reading: Bk VII
WINTER BREAK: February 23-27
WEEK 8

March 1: Metaphysics

Reading: VII, cont’d.
March 3: Metaphysics

Reading: Bk VIII; Bk IX
*3rd Exegetical Analysis due
WEEK 9

March 8: Metaphysics

Reading: Bk XII, vi-x; Bk VIII, x
March 10: Metaphysics, cont’d.
WEEK 10

March 15: Nicomachean Ethics

Reading: Bk I; Bk II, i-vi
March  17: Nicomachean Ethics

Reading: Bk II, vii-ix; Bk III, i-vii 

WEEK 11

March 22: Nicomachean Ethics

Reading:  Bk IV, i-ii; Bk V, i-x; Bk VI, i-xiii
March 24: Nicomachean Ethics

Reading: Bk VII, i-iii; Bk VIII, i-iii, ix, xiii-iv; Bk IX, i-xii; Bk X, iv-ix
*4th Exegetical Analysis due
WEEK 12
March 29: Politics
Reading: Bk I, i-vi; Bk II, i-v
March 3: Politics
Reading: Bk  III, i, iv, vi-xii; Bk IV, i, iii, xi 

WEEK 13

April 5: Politics
Reading:  Bk V, i, viii, ix
April 7: Politics
Reading: Bk VII, i-iii, viii-ix, xiii, xv

*Last day of classes

April 14: Term Paper due
