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York University

Fall 2006
PHIL 4010 Syllabus

Professor: Victoria I. Burke

Lecture Times: TU 11:30-14:20
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Office Phone: 416-736-2100 x77589
Office Hours: Tuesday 14:30-16:00
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Topic in Historical Philosophy:

19th-Century European Philosophy

The 19th-Century in Europe was a period of tremendous social, political, economic, religious, artistic, and technological transformation that manifested itself philosophically as a heightened awareness of the idea of historical change. As a survey of 19th-Century European philosophy, PHIL4010 will introduce students to the thought of four of the most important philosophers to emerge in Europe during this era, Hegel, Kierkegaard, Marx, and Nietzsche. Our analysis of Hegel will focus on Hegel’s 1807 Phenomenology of Spirit. Hegel’s Phenomenology claims to be a presuppositionless deduction, and in this sense culminates the modern tradition that began with Descartes’ Meditations. However, the starting point of Hegel’s deduction is sense experience, which aligns it more with the projects of Aristotle and Hume. In addition to examining selections from the Phenomenology, we will consider short selections from the Logic major and the Philosophy of Right. Against the background of Hegel, we will then turn to Kierkegaard, Marx, and Nietzsche, who offer rejoinders to Hegel’s claims about self-knowledge, consciousness, rationality, metaphysics, and ethical relations. We will examine Kierkegaard’s assertion that existence is a paradox and thus cannot be comprehended in a system, such as the Hegelian system. We will examine Marx’ transformation of the Hegelian idea that history progresses: he transforms it into a materialist determinism that will culminate in the classless society. We will also examine Nietzsche’s transformation of the idea of history into the conceptualization of a decline: the history of philosophy has been the history of an error. Nietzsche’s madman proclaims that “God is dead!” and “We have killed him!” and Nietzsche thus seeks to liberate us from metaphysics, an oppressive source of authority. We will not only examine the details of each thinker’s writings, but the way the 19th-Century evolved and how it transforms modern theories of selfhood. How does it respond to the 18th-Century challenges to religious authority? How do these thinkers transform the Enlightenment ideal of autonomy? How do thinkers after Hegel challenge the very idea of a unified philosophical system? How do they reconfigure traditional philosophical questions?  The course will conclude with an examination of Heidegger’s criticisms of Hegel’s method. Through an examination of these philosophers, PHIL4010 will introduce students to the importance of Hegel and the tradition of German Idealism from which he emerged, as well as to four important positions which purport to demonstrate the limitations of his thought. Knowledge of 19th-Century European philosophy is valuable not only as crucial background for understanding influential 20th-Century European literary and philosophical movements, but also for seeing the way in which the modern rationalist tradition of philosophy, having incorporated the insights of British empiricism, developed after Kant.

Required Texts:

The Portable Nietzsche, Ed. Walter Kaufman 

The Marx-Engels Reader, Ed. Robert Tucker

A Kierkegaard Anthology, Ed. Robert Bretall

Identity and Difference, Heidegger

Photocopy packet

Acquiring Course Texts: The four books and photocopy packet can be obtained at the university bookstore.

Course Requirements: 
3 Exegetical Analyses: 15% each
Term Paper: 40%

Class Participation: 15%

This is a three-credit course. The course prerequisite is at least 9 credits in philosophy.

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essay must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the department secretary, or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. 

Deadlines: The deadlines for the short papers are October 3 and October 24, and November 7. The final term paper is due on December 5. Students are permitted a total of six free late days for the term, and may draw upon their late days at their own discretion. This means that work may be submitted after the deadline with or without my permission. One free late day will be subtracted from the student's "account" of free late days for each day that the paper is late (week-ends included). However, the total number of free late days per term may not, under any circumstances exceed six. Late papers may be handed in either to me directly, or to the department essay drop-off box, which. Students should write on the paper the date and time that they drop off the paper before depositing it into the box; the number of late days subtracted from the student’s “account” will be determined by what is written on the paper by the student unless there is compelling evidence that what is noted on the paper is incorrect. If there is no date and time of drop off indicated on the paper or if there is compelling evidence that the date and time written on the paper are incorrect, the late days to be subtracted from the student’s account will be determined by the date and time that I pick up the paper from the mailbox. Papers are due in class on the assigned due date and are counted as one day late after 4:30 pm on the next day. Week-ends are counted as three days--so if the student turns in a paper on the Monday following the deadline rather than the Friday, three days will be subtracted for the week-end in addition to any other late days that accrue. If papers are submitted late after all of the student’s free late days are used up, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper exceeds the six day limit.
Essay Drop-off Box: The essay drop-off box is located outside S444 in the Ross Building. Students must make sure that the professor’s name, course title and number, and the student’s name are on the paper before depositing it into the box. 

Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to the lecture, and should bring the texts to class as the lectures will involve careful and close examination of the readings. In the assigned written work, students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and the lectures.

Attendance & Class Sessions: There will be a 15-minute break dividing the lecture into two 1 1/4 hour segments. There will be an attendance sheet passed at the beginning of each segment—in other words, there will be two attendance sheets each week. If the student has signed the attendance sheet, they will be given1/4 point toward their class participation grade. Perfect attendance will yield a score of 6. The remainder if the class participation grade will be made up with actual class participation.

.

Course Schedule

WEEK 1

September 12: Course Introduction: Hegel
No Readings

WEEK 2

September 19: Hegel

Readings: “With What Must Science Begin?” pp. 67-78; Phenomenology of Spirit, “Introduction,” pp. 46-57; “Sense-Certainty,” pp. 58-66; “Perception,” pp. 67-79; Houlgate, “History and Truth,” pp. 4-25 (all photocopies)
WEEK 3

September 26: Hegel

Readings: Phenomenology of Spirit, pp. 104-119; 383-409; 263-289 (photocopy); Philosophy of Right, pp. 15-36 (photocopy) selection from Kojeve, Introduction to the Reading of Hegel, pp. 3-30 (all photocopies)

WEEK 4 

October 3: Kierkegaard

Reading: “Diary of a Seducer,” Bretall, pp. 36-80; “Fear and Trembling,” Bretall, pp. 116-134

*Hegel Exegetical Analysis due (3-4 pgs)
WEEK 5

October 10: Kierkegaard

Reading: “Concluding Unscientific Postscript,” Bretall, pp. 190-258

WEEK 6

October 17: Kierkegaard

Reading: “Sickness Unto Death,” Bretall, pp. 339-371; “The Present Age,” Bretall, pp. 258-269

WEEK 7

October 24: Marx

Readings: The Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 203-217; 302-361; 392-411 

*Kierkegaard Exegetical Analysis due (3-4 pgs)

WEEK 8
October 31: Marx
Readings: The Marx-Engels Reader pp. 417-438; 451-465; and  “The Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 469-500

WEEK 9
November 7: Nietzsche
Readings: “How the ‘True World’ Became a Fable,” Kaufmann, pp. 485-486; “Toward a Genealogy of Morals,” Kaufmann, pp. 450-454
*Marx Exegetical Analysis due (3-4 pgs)
WEEK 10

November 14: Nietzsche
Readings: “On Truth and Lie in the Extra-Moral Sense,” Kaufmann, pp. 42-47; “The Gay Science, #4, #7, #34, #125, #341, #344  

WEEK 11

November 21: Nietzsche
Readings; “Thus Spoke Zarathustra, First Part,” Kaufmann,  pp. 121-137
WEEK 12
November 28: Nietzsche & Heidegger
Readings: “The Four Great Errors,” Kaufmann, pp. 492-501; “On the Despisers of the Body,” Kaufmann, pp. 146-147; “On the Vision and the Riddle,” Kaufmann, pp. 267-275; Heidegger, Identity and Difference (complete)

 *Last Day of Classes

Term Paper Due: December 4, 2006 (12 pgs)
Bibliography for Photocopy Packet

Hegel, G.W.F. Phenomenology of Spirit. Trans. A.V. Miller. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 46-79; 104-119; 263-289. ISBN 0-19-824597-1; pp. 595.

Hegel, G.W.F. “Introduction.” Philosophy of Right. Trans. T.M. Knox. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1952. pp. 14-36. ISBN: 0-19-500276-8; 382 pp.

Hegel, G.W.F. “With What Must Science Begin?” Science of Logic. Trans. A.V. Miller. Atlantic Highlands, NJ: Humanities Press, 1989. pp. 67-78.  ISBN 0-391-030601-7; pp. 844.

Houlgate, Stephen. “History and Truth.” An Introduction to Hegel: Freedom, Truth, and History. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2005. pp. 4-25. ISBN 0-631-23063-7; pp. 314.

Kojeve, Alexandre. Introduction to the Reading of Hegel. Trans. James H. Nichols, Jr. New York: Basic Books, 1969. pp. 3-30. Library of Congress Card Catalog No: 70-78467; 287 pp.

Grading:  The grading scheme for the course conforms to the 9-point grading system used in undergraduate programs at York (e.g., A+ = 9, A = 8, B+ - 7, C+ = 5, etc.).  Assignments and tests* will bear either a letter grade designation or a corresponding number grade (e.g.  A+ = 90 to 100, A = 80 to 90, B+ = 75 to 79, etc.)  

(For a full description of York grading system see the York University Undergraduate Calendar - http://calendars.registrar.yorku.ca/pdfs/ug2004cal/calug04_5_acadinfo.pdf)

Important Information for Students

All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the following information, available on the Senate Committee on Curriculum & Academic Standards webpage (see Reports, Initiatives, Documents)  - http://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/senate_cte_main_pages/ccas.htm  

· York’s Academic Honesty Policy and Procedures/Academic Integrity Website

· Ethics Review Process for research involving human participants  

· Course requirement accommodation for students with disabilities, including physical, medical, systemic, learning and psychiatric disabilities 
· Student Conduct Standards

· Religious Observance Accommodation 
