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University of Toronto at Scarborough
Department of Philosophy

Winter 2012

PHIL C92H3S Syllabus

Instructor: Victoria I. Burke

Lecture Time: TH 14:00-17:00 PM
 Lecture Location:  MW110
Office Location: HW335
Office Hours: TH 12:00-13:15 PM

E-mail: victoria.burke@utoronto.ca
Topics in Contemporary Political Philosophy: Forms of Critique
European philosophers engaged with political critique in a variety of ways throughout the twentieth century. They often sought to distinguish themselves from “liberalism” and “the Enlightenment.” These forms of critique are most often associated with “The Frankfurt School,” a diverse Marxist- inspired movement of German philosophers who were all concerned with the possibility of an ideal form of radical democracy.  This movement of thought is also often referred to as “critical theory.” With Hegel and Marx in the background, these political philosophers directed their criticisms, in different ways, to the present forms of democracy and society, showing the limitations of such forms. “Liberalism” and “the Enlightenment” were often criticized for reifying an abstract conception of autonomy and self-determination, ignoring the realities of material life. Marxist theoretical tools were mobilized against prevailing forms of the political order and abstract conceptions of personhood. They also analyzed the contradictions embodied in prevailing forms of social and political thought that sharply separated the legal from the economic sphere. The idea of progress toward greater enlightenment was challenged in varying ways. The process of social integration and the Hegelian idea of ethical substance [Sittlichkeit] were also critically analyzed. Kant and Heidegger were also influential in subtle ways to parts of this diverse movement. The notions of “dialectics” and “enframing,” drawn from Hegel and Heidegger, were also deployed. As the twentieth century became the twenty-first century, the historical conditions changed and critical theory of society evolved with it. “Egalitarianism” became widely delegitimized and critical theorists saw this as a function of the evolution of “liberalism.” PHIL C92 will develop the background to and vocabulary of this area of philosophical discussion, its Marxist and materialist roots and literary and aesthetic forms. We will conclude with some of the types of social critique that have evolved recently as the Frankfurt School transformed with the historical times, including an array of feminist approaches. 

Required Texts:
*Stephen Cahn, Editor, Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts. 
Oxford University Press ISBN 0-19-517708-8

*Photocopy Packet
Course Requirements: Students will be assessed on the basis of two Analysis papers (5-6 pages each), class participation, and a final term paper..

Distribution:
Hegel/Marx/Adorno Analysis: 25%

Hegel/Marx/Benjamin/Marcuse Analysis: 25%

Class Participation: 10%

Final Term Paper: 40%
Guidelines for submitting written work: The essay must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the department secretary, or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. Students will be penalized 10% per day for every day that the paper is late. For footnoting or citation style use Chicago Manual of Style, MLA Style, or APA Style. Any of the standard style sheets is fine, as long as you are consistent.

Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to class, and should bring the texts to class as class will involve careful and close examination of the readings. Students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and class sessions. 
Email: Theoretical questions will not be answered on email. Students must make use of class time and office hours to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect and answer within 48 hours.

Ecologically friendly writing assignments: In the interest of maintaining an ecologically sound course, cover sheets are not required on the assignments. Put your name and student number at the top of the first page and start the essay one quarter of the way down the page. Do not include a bibliography. External sources are not permitted on the analysis papers, and it is presumed you are using the course texts. Put the page citation for references in brackets within the text after the quotation. Example: (Fraser, Rethinking Recognition, 234). Recently some students have been using slightly off-white recycled paper rather than brilliant white paper. This is encouraged. It is encouraged for students to use recycled paper.
Deadlines: The deadlines for the two short essay assignments are February 9, 2012 and March  8, 2012. 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper is late.
Turnitin.com: A plagiarism detection service, turnitin.com, will be used for the essay assignments in this course. Students are requested to submit a copy of their essay to the turnitin.com site prior to the deadline. Essays should be submitted in both hardcopy form (in class on the day of the deadline) and to the turnitin.com site in advance of the deadline. 

University Statement on Turnitin:"Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to Turnitin.com for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their essays  to be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of  detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University's use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com web site".

To submit essays, visit: www.turnitin.com
The course ID# for this course is: 4674672 
The password is: FOCRIT
 For instructions on how to submit essays, visit: 

http://www.utoronto.ca/ota/turnitin/TurnitinGuideFor Students.pdf
Late Papers: Late papers may be handed in to me directly or to the Department of Philosophy office HW331A, which will date stamp them and put them in my mailbox.

Blackboard: This course will have a Blackboard site where all handouts will be posted. Please check the Blackboard site regularly for announcements. The Powerpoint Presentations and handouts will also be posted on the Blackboard site.
To login, visit:
https://portal.utoronto.ca

For support, visit:
http://ctl.utsc.utoronto.ca/technology/blackboard
http://www.portalinfo.utoronto.ca/students.htm
Logging into the Course Website
To access the course website, go to: http://portal.utoronto.ca and log in using your UTORid and password. If you need information on how to activate your UTORid and set your password for the first time, please go to www.utorid.utoronto.ca
[image: image1.png]



Once you have logged in to the portal using your UTORid and password, look for the My Courses box, where you’ll find the link your course websites. If you don't see the course listed here but you are properly registered for the course in ROSI, wait 48 hours. If the course does not appear, come to the library for help.

Email 

All UofT students are required to have a valid UTORmail email address. You are responsible for ensuring that your UofT email address is properly entered in the ROSI system. 

Forwarding your utoronto.ca email to a Hotmail, Gmail, Yahoo or other type of email account is not advisable. In some cases, messages from utoronto.ca addresses sent to Hotmail, Gmail or Yahoo accounts are filtered as junk mail, which means that emails from your course instructor may end up in your spam or junk mail folder.

Course Schedule

WEEK 1:  Hegel, Mutual Recognition, and the Three Liberal Social Institutions
January 12: Reading: Hegel, “Philosophy of Right,” Cahn, pp. 392-406; Ciavatta, “The Unreflective Bonds of Intimacy: Hegel on Familial Ties and the Modern Person,” pp. 113-232 (photocopy)
WEEK 2: Marx
January 19: Marx, “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts,” Cahn, pp. 410-417; “The German Ideology,” Cahn, pp. 417-423; “A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy,” Cahn, pp. 435-436
*Instructions for Hegel/Marx/Adorno paper posted to the Blackboard site

WEEK 3: Adorno
January 26: “On the Concept of Enlightenment,” pp. 3-42; “World Spirit and Natural History,” pp. 300-360 (photocopies)
WEEK 4: Adorno

February 2: “The Schema of Mass Culture,” pp. 29-97; “Aesthetic Theory: Art, Society, Aesthetics,” pp. 242-252 (photocopies)

WEEK 5: Benjamin

February 9: “On the Program of the Coming Philosophy,” pp. 1-12; Arcades Project, “Theory of  Knowledge, Theory of Progress,” pp.456-488; “Theses on the Philosophy of History,” pp. 253-264 (all photocopies)

*Hegel/Marx/Adorno paper due

WEEK 6: Benjamin

February 16: The Arcades Project, “The Collector,” 203-11; “Arcades, Magasins de Nouveautes, Sales Clerks,” 31-61; “Paris: Capital of the Nineteenth Century,” 14-26; “The Streets of Paris,” 516-26 (all photocopies)

*Instructions for the Hegel/Marx/Benjamin/Marcuse paper posted to the Blackboard site
Reading Week: February 20-26 (no classes)

WEEK 7: Marcuse

March 1: “Remarks on a Redefinition of Culture,” pp. 13-31 (photocopy)
WEEK 8: Rawls & Nozick: Two Liberal Paradigms
March 8: Rawls, “A Theory of Justice,” Cahn, pp. 477-491; Nozick, “Anarchy, State, and Utopia,” Cahn, pp. 495-506
*Hegel/Marx/Benjamin/Marcuse paper due

WEEK 9: Habermas

March 15: Habermas, “Three Normative Models of Democracy,” Cahn, pp. 527-534; “On the Internal Relation Between the Rule of Law and Democracy,” Cahn, pp. 534-540

*Term paper topics posted to the Blackboard site
WEEK 10: Foucault: Power and Resistance
March 22: Foucault, “Power/Knowledge,” Cahn, pp. 511-524

WEEK 11: Twenty-First Century Critical Theory
March 29: Benhabib, “Democratic Iterations: the local, the national, and the global,” pp. 171-212; Fraser, “Reframing Justice in a Globalizing World,” pp. 12-29; Honneth,  “On The Social Dynamics of Disrespect: On The Location of Critical Theory Today,” pp. 63-79 (photocopies)
WEEK 12: Deconstruction as Critique
April 5: Comay,  “The Geopolitics of Translation: Deconstruction in America,” pp. 47-79 (photocopy) 
.*Last Day of Class
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