Department of Philosophy
Wilfrid Laurier University

Fall 2004 

PY480a Syllabus

Professor: Victoria I. Burke

Lecture Time: Thursday 19:00-21:50
Lecture Location: Alvin Woods  4-205
Office Location: Alvin Woods 2-201G
Office Phone: 884-1970 x3779
Office Hours: MW 13:30-15:30
E-mail: vburke@wlu.ca
Seminar in Political Theory:

Globalization, Self-Determination, Justice

The autonomous Enlightenment subject, which emerged in the 18th-Century in Kant, developed in Hegel into the self-determining subject. The self-determining subject is not only able to regulate itself morally, but can make itself into whatever it desires: it is responsible, not simply for the conformity of its ethical decisions with a universal conception of duty, but for what it comes to be, and it rationally recognizes others for bearing this same responsibility. Does this conception of the subject hold promise in the era of the decline of the nationstate and globalization? This course will examine in detail the Enlightenment subject in Kant’s version of autonomy as it developed out of Rousseau, then in Hegel’s conception of self-determination. We will also examine the Hegelian idea of the exchange of rational recognition, which underpins the marketplace of economic exchange in which the self-determining subject is engaged. What theory of justice is entailed by the Hegelian idea of the self-determining subject? Is it consistent with Nozick’s libertarianism? Rawls’ liberalism? What new challenges does the subordination of the nationstate to economic forces pose for feminists who desire self-determination? Does the postnational constellation and the transformation of power away from the nationstate offer promise for oppressed groups as Hardt and Negri claim in their post-structuralist work, Empire? What resources might there be in the Hegelian conceptions of self-determination and the exchange of rational recognition for conceiving of the postnational constellation as progress?   
Course Texts:

Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality

Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals

Tucker, ed., The Marx-Engels Reader

Hardt & Negri, Empire

Two Photocopy Packets

Obtaining course texts:

The four books and two photocopy packets are available at the university bookstore.

Course Requirements:

Evaluation will be based on  two exegetical analyses, a third exegetical analysis or a class presentation , one final term paper, and class participation.

Distribution:

2 Exegetical Analyses (2-3 pages): 20% each

Class Presentation or third Exegetical Analysis: 20%  

1 Final Term Paper (10-12 pages): 30%

Class Participation: 10%

Students must decide by November 4 whether they are going to do a class presentation or turn in a third analysis.

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essay is to be submitted typed (double spaced and single-sided) on white 8.5 x 11 paper. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost, by myself, the department   secretary or the T.A., it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or fax.

Deadlines: The deadlines for the exegetical analyses are October 14 and October 28, and if the student is writing a third analysis, it is due on November 18. The final term paper is due on December 10. Students are permitted a total of six free late days for the term, and may draw upon their late days at their own discretion. This means that work may be submitted after the deadline with or without my permission. One free late day will be subtracted from the student's "account" of free late days for each day that the paper is late (week-ends included). However, the total number of free late days per term may not, under any circumstances exceed three. Late papers may be handed in either to me directly, or to the department essay drop-off box, which will be checked regularly. The drop off box is accessible to students between 8:30-4:30 weekdays. If students wish to drop off essays after hours, they must slide them under the department door. Students should write on the paper the date and time that they drop off the paper before depositing it into the box; the number of late days subtracted from the student’s “account” will be determined by what is written on the paper by the student unless there is compelling evidence that what is noted on the paper is incorrect. If there is no date and time of drop off indicated on the paper or if there is compelling evidence that the date and time written on the paper are incorrect, the late days to be subtracted from the student’s account will be determined by the date and time that I pick up the paper from the mailbox. Papers are due in class on the assigned due date and are counted as one day late after 4:30 pm on the next day. Week-ends are counted as three days--so if the student turns in a paper on the Monday following the deadline rather than the Friday, three days will be subtracted for the week-end in addition to any other late days that accrue. If papers are submitted late after all of the student’s free late days are used up, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper exceeds the six day limit.
Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to the lecture, and should bring the texts to class as the lectures will involve careful and close examination of the readings. In the assigned written work, students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and the lectures.

Course Schedule

WEEK 1: 
September 16: Course Introduction

No readings; Video Showings: “No Logo” (based on book No Logo by Naomi Klein); “Global Village or Global Pillage? (produced and written by Jeremy Betcher, Tim Costello, and Brendan Smith) 
Unit I: From Autonomy to Self-Determination

WEEK 2

September 23: Rousseau

Reading: Origin of Inequality (complete)

WEEK 3

September 30: Kant

Reading: Grounding (complete)

*Instructions for Exegetical Analyses distributed. 
WEEK 4 
October 7: Hegel

Reading: Phenomenology of Spirit, pp. 104-119; 383-409 (photocopy); Philosophy of Right, pp. 105-140 (photocopy)
WEEK 5 

October 14: Marx/Kojeve
Reading: The Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 203-217 , 302-361, 392-411, 417-438, 451-465, and (optional) “The Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 469-500; selection from Kojeve, Introduction to the Reading of Hegel, pp. 3-30 (photocopy)
*1st Exegetical Analysis due
Unit II: Self-Determination & Theories of Justice

WEEK 6
October  21: Nozick

Reading: Anarchy, State, and Utopia, pp. ix-xiv, 26-35, 149-182 (photocopy) 
WEEK 7 

October 28: Rawls

Reading: A Theory of Justice, pp. 3-19; 52-93; 228-251 (photocopy)
*2nd Exegetical Analysis due

WEEK 8

November 4: Young

Reading: “Displacing the Distributive Paradigm” (photocopy); Inclusion and Democracy, pp. 16-51; 236-275 (photocopy**see note below); “Self-Determination as a Principle of Justice,” pp. 172-82 (photocopy)
*Sign up date for class presentations
Unit III: Globalization, Self-Determination, Justice

WEEK 9
November 11: Jameson & Habermas

Reading: Jameson, Fredric. “Notes on Globalization as a Philosophical Issue,” pp. 54-77 (photocopy); Habermas, “The Postnational Constellation and the Future of Democracy,” pp. 58-112 (photocopy)
WEEK 10 

November 18: Hardt & Negri
Reading: Empire, pp. 22-66 and 260-279; Klein, Fences and Windows, pp. 44-47, 48-50, 64-71, 76-84 (photocopy); Klein, No Logo, pp. 231-275 (photocopy)
*If student is turning in a 3rd Exegetical Analysis, it is due on this date.
WEEK 11

November 25: Hardt & Negri

Reading: Empire, pp. 280-303, 325-369, and 393-413; Sassen, “Cities in the Global Economy,” pp. 172-6 (photocopy).
WEEK 12 
December 2: Buck-Morss
Reading: Buck-Morss, Dreamworld and Catastrophe, pp. ix-xvi, 1-39, 260-278 (photocopy);
*Last Day of Classes

WEEK 13

December 10: Final Term Paper due (10-12 pages)

Bibliography for Photocopy Packets:

 Buck-Morss, Susan. Dreamworld and Catastrophe: The Passing of Mass Utopia in East and West. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2000. pp. ix-xvi, 1-39, 260-278. ISBN: 0-262-02464-0; 368 pp.

Habermas, Juergen. “The Postnational Constellation and the Future of Democracy.” The Postnational Constellation: Political Essays. Trans. Max Pensky. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2001. pp. 58-112. ISBN: 0-262-58206-6; 300 pp.

 Hegel, G.W.F. Phenomenology of Spirit. Trans. A.V. Miller. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1977. pp. 104-119; 383-409. ISBN: 0-19-824597-1; 595 pp.

Hegel, G.W.F Philosophy of Right. Trans. T.M. Knox. London: Oxford University Press, 1967. pp. 105-140. ISBN: 0-19-500276-8; 382 pp.

Jameson, Fredric. “Notes on Globalization as a Philosophical Issue.” The Cultures of Globalization. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1998. pp. 54-77. ISBN: 0-8223-2169-6; 393 pp.

Klein, Naomi. Fences and Windows. Vintage Canada, 2002. pp. 44-47, 48-50, 64-71, 76-84. ISBN: 0-676-97551-8; 268 pp.

Klein, Naomi. No Logo. New York: Picador USA, 1999. pp. 231-275. ISBN: 0-312-27192-1; 490 pp.

Kojeve, Alexandre. Introduction to the Reading of Hegel. Trans. James H. Nichols, Jr. New York: Basic Books, 1969. pp. 3-30. Library of Congress Card Catalog No: 70-78467; 287 pp.

Nozick, Robert. Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Basic Books, Inc, 1974. pp. ix-xiv, 26-35, 149-182. ISBN: 0-465-09720-0; 367 pp.

Rawls, John. A Theory of Justice, Revised Edition. Cambridge, MA: The Bellknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1999. pp. 3-19; 52-93; 228-251. ISBN: 0-674-00078-1; 538 pp.

Sassen, Saskia. “Cities in the Global Economy.” Alphabet City Six: Open City. Ed. John Knechtel. Concord, ON: House of Anansi Press Ltd, 1998. pp. 172-6. ISBN: 0-88784-621-1; 320 pp.

Young, Iris Marion. “Displacing the Distributive Paradigm.” Ethics in Practice. Second Edition. Ed. Hugh Lafollette. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 2002. ISBN: 0-631-22834-9; 680 pp.

**Young, Iris Marion. Inclusion and Democracy. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. pp. 16-51; 236-275. ISBN: 0-19-829755-6; 400 pp.  SEE NOTE BELOW
Young, Iris Marion. “Self-Determination as a Principle of Justice.” Philosophical Forum. 1979, Vol. II, Fall, pp. 172-82. ISSN: 0031-806X; 247 pp.

**The book, Inclusion and Democracy, by Iris Marion Young, is categorized by the publisher as a textbook. Consequently, the bookstore cannot photocopy for sale more than 5% of the book. The assigned reading is more than 5% of the book, and it is therefore not included in the photocopy packet. Since the book is expensive, I have not ordered it for the class to purchase. The book is on reserve in the library.
Examination Period:

The Academic Date section of the Calendar (Printed and Web Site Versions) clearly states the examination date period for each semester.  Students must note that they are required to reserve this time in their personal calendars for the examinations.  The examination period for this course is December 9-23, 2004.   Winter term examination period is April 8-27, 2005.   Students who are considering registering to write MCAT, LSAT or GMAT or a similar examination, should select a time for those examinations that occurs outside the University examination period.  For additional information that describes the special circumstances for examination deferment, consult the University calendar. 

Disabilities:

Students with disabilities or special needs, are advised to contact Laurier’s Special Needs Office for information regarding its services and resources.  Students are encouraged to review the Calendar for information regarding all services available on campus. 

Academic Misconduct:

Academic misconduct is an act by a student, or by students working on a team project, which may result in a false evaluation of the student(s), or which represents a deliberate attempt to unfairly gain an academic advantage.  Academic misconduct includes: please refer to page 98 in the 2004/2005 Undergraduate Calendar. 

Foot Patrol: 

After class call “886-FOOT” for a walk or drive home - No Walk is Too Short or Too Long.

