5

The Chang School for Continuing Education
Department of Philosophy

Ryerson University
Summer 2013
CPHL400-BA0 Syllabus

Instructor: Dr. Victoria I. Burke

Course Time: 18:30-21:30 PM MW
Course Location: VIC210
Email: victoria.burke@ryerson.ca
Human Rights and Justice
The idea of human rights has deep roots in collective human history. The conceptions of human dignity found in eighteenth-century European Enlightenment thought bear similarities to ideas found in ancient Buddhist and Hindu thinkers. These diverse sources substantiate claims to the universal scope of human rights. The idea of universal human rights is different from the view (held by some political philosophers) that what rights one has is limited by the nation-state where one happens to live, or where one happens to be a citizen. This view holds that in the absence of national belonging, one has no rights. Rights derive exclusively from their formal establishment within a particular national and legal context that has the authority to enforce and support them. Jeremy Bentham (in the nineteenth century) famously claimed that “the rights of man” was “nonsense on stilts”. Against this view, we will examine the idea that there is a set of human rights with which all people are endowed merely by being human. We will consider the idea that inalienable human rights are genealogically the parent of the national legal frameworks established in different countries. Bentham’s view that rights are only proper to particular legal frameworks shows its limits in today’s interconnected world. The rights of stateless people, for example, was addressed by Hannah Arendt after WW II in response to both the atrocities against national minorities in Germany that led to WW II and the millions of stateless people and national minorities created by the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the redrawing of national boundaries in Europe during WW I. Arendt proposed that the “right to have rights” is more fundamental than the rights given constitutionally by just a nation-state, whose borders are by nature a contingent product of history. Today, the idea of human rights norms that transcend national boundaries has become increasingly important. There are now millions of mixed race people, individuals with more than one passport, migrant workers (who traverse national boundaries for work or education), subjugated national minorities, and increasing numbers of political issues whose scope transcends national boundaries (sex trafficking, global warming, increased international trade, economic crises, food and drug ingredient safety, the spread of contagious diseases, increased immigration in Western countries and elsewhere, refugees, torture, unjustified incarceration, and racial and gender discrimination), There is significant need for a rights framework that is not rooted in “blood and soil” or national belonging alone. As such, there is increasing interest in framing rights codes that have an international scope. CPHL400-BA0 Human Rights and Justice will examine these emerging codes, as well as the European political philosophy that supports them. We will examine the political ideas that ground the framing of basic rights found in Locke, Rousseau, Arendt, as well as more recent discussions by feminists Judith Butler, Seyla Benhabib, Nancy Fraser, and Canada Research Chairs Rosemary Coombe, and Monique Deveaux, as well as the Capabilities Approach to basic entitlements in the work of  Martha Nussbaum, and Amartya Sen. Sen’s 2009 book, The Idea of Justice, will inform the course lectures to a great extent (although it is not on the reading list). The course will also examine an array of applied human rights issues, both domestic and international.  We will also discuss the discourse of human rights as a type of twenty-first century political philosophy that is significantly different from the “politics of recognition” and identity politics that occupied political philosophy the last decade of the twentieth century..
Required Texts:
Nussbaum, Martha. Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach. The Bellknap Press of the Harvard University Press, 2011. ISBN 978-0-674-05054-9

Becker, Jo. Campaigning for Justice: Human Rights Advocacy in Practice. Stanford University Press, 2012. ISBN 978-0-8047-7451-2 

Photocopy Packet

Materials for Download from the Course Blackboard Site, and in the Public Domain on the WWW

Obtaining Course Texts: 
The two textbooks and the photocopy packet are available at the university bookstore at the corner of Gould and Victoria Streets.
Course Requirements: Students will be assessed on the basis of two Analysis papers (5-6 pages each), class participation, and a comprehensive Final Examination.

Distribution:
 1st Analysis (5-6 pages): 25%

2nd Analysis (5-6 pages): 25%

Class Participation: 15%

Final Examination: 35%

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essays must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed single-sided, and double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the Chang School staff, or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. For footnoting or citation style use Chicago Manual of Style, MLA Style, or APA Style. Any of the standard style sheets is fine, as long as you are consistent. Do not send emails to the professor inquiring about citation style. A sample style guide will be posted on the Blackboard site. Citation of the lectures: (Burke, May 22, 2013). Common knowledge that is widely known does not need to be cited.
Ecologically friendly writing assignments: In the interest of maintaining an ecologically sound course, cover sheets are not required on the assignments. Put your name and student number at the top of the first page and start the essay one quarter of the way down the page. Do not include a bibliography. External sources are not permitted on the analysis papers, and it is presumed you are using the course texts. Put the page citation for references in brackets within the text after the quotation. Example: (Fraser, Rethinking Recognition, 234). Recently some students have been using slightly off-white recycled paper rather than brilliant white paper. This is encouraged. It is encouraged for students to use recycled paper.

Deadlines: The deadlines for the two essay assignments are July 10, 2013, and July 31, 2013. The essays should be handed in during class on the specified due date. 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper is late. 
 Late Papers: Late papers may be handed in to the Chang School front desk during business hours or to the dropbox on the north side of the Chang School building. You must let me know that you have dropped a paper off there. Be sure the instructor name is on the paper.
Class Participation Grading: Participation marks will be awarded on the basis of the level of student engagement with the class sessions. Points will not necessarily be awarded on the basis of attendance alone, and no records of attendance will be kept. In a group of this size, I will become familiar with students by name. Generally, students who make regular class contributions have a good chance of getting full marks. Students who display a capacity to engage with others (students, lectures) dialogically will generally be given greater credit than students whose social orientation is one-sided or aggressive. Other factors include: level of insight into readings, level of currency with present states of affairs, reading comprehension, consideration of others and productive engagement. If you are concerned about your mark, you can ask me at 2/3 point in the term what your expected participation grade will be, and I will give you an estimate at that point.
Email: Philosophical questions will not be answered on email by the professor. Students must avail themselves of class time in order to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect a response in 48 hours. If the answer to your question can be found on the Blackboard site, you will not receive a response.
Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to class, and should bring the texts to class as class may involve careful and close examination of the readings. Students’ essays will be assessed on the basis of grammar, style, and their comprehension and synthesis of the reading material and lectures.
A Note on the Quantity of Reading: There is quite bit of reading assigned on the syllabus, more than can be reasonably expected. Rather than reading everything thoroughly before class, I recommend that you skim the readings before class, enough to get a general idea of the main points. The class sessions will summarize the readings, as well as illuminate points in the reading for special focus. On that basis, you can go back and read thoroughly the sections that most interest you and that you choose to make the focus of your essays.
Blackboard: This course will have a Blackboard site where all handouts will be posted. Please check the Blackboard site regularly for announcements. The Powerpoint Presentations will also be posted on the Blackboard site.

Legal Cases: The Supreme Courts of Canada and the United States have a website where all of its decisions are explained. Wikipedeia is also generally reliable for information on legal cases.
Course Schedule
Unit I: Historical Background to Human Rights
WEEK :1 
June 24: Course Introduction; The Idea of Basic Human Rights; The Exclusion of Slavery
Readings: Locke, “Natural Rights,”pp. 55-58; Rousseau, The Social Contract, pp. 321-2; Smith, Textbook on Human Rights, “Historical Background,” pp. 5-25 (photocopies)
Recommended Reading: Martin Luther King, “Letter From a Birmingham Jail” [In the Public Domain on the WWW]

Legal Case: United States v. La Jeune Eugenie (African Slave Trade case 1822)

Preliminary Examination of Selected Human Rights Codes (information on all these human rights codes is in the Public Domain on the WWW):: 

1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights [UDHR)

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1976)
International Convention on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (1966)
Conventional on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women [CEDAW] (1979).
1995 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action

InterAmerican Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against

Women (1994)

Palermo Protocol’ to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Persons (2001
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (entered into force in 2002),
June 26: : Nussbaum, The Capabilities Approach, The Limits of Economics, The Inadequacy of Utilitarianism and Contractarianism

Readings: Nussbaum, Chapters 1, 2, 8 & Conclusion, Creating Capabilities, pp. 8-45; 143-187
WEEK 2

July 1: Canada Day Holiday (Ryerson University closed & no classes)
July3: Arendt, the Holocaust, the Decline of the Nation-State, Statelessness

Reading: Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, pp. 267-302; Butler, “Quandaries of the Plural: Cohabitation and Sovereignty in Arendt,” Jewishness and The Critique of Zionism, pp. 151-180 (photocopies)
Legal Case: The Military Tribunal at Nuremburg (Holocaust case 1945-6)

WEEK 3

July 8:Rights as Goals, Entitlements & Philosophical Influences
Readings: Sen, “Property and Hunger,” pp. 594-599 (photocopy); Nussbaum, Chapters 4 & 7, Creating Capabilities, pp. 69-100; 123-142
July 10: Beyond the Nation-State

Readings: Benhabib, “Democratic Iterations: the local, the national, and the global,” pp. 171-212  (linked to course website; download available in the Ryerson library’s electronic collection); Fraser, “Reframing Justice in a Globalizing World,” pp. 12-29 (photocopy); Nussbaum, Chapter 5 & 6, Creating Capabilities, pp. 101-122
*Theoretical Foundations Paper Due

Unit II: Human Rights & Contemporary Issues

WEEK 4
July 15: Domestic & North American Human Rights Issues
Readings: Allen, Unpopular Privacy: What Must We Hide? pp.  3-11; 290-194; Warren, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion,” pp. 384-390; Wolfson, “Enough Marriage to Share,” pp. 115-120 (photocopies)
Legal Cases: Roe v. Wade (US legalization of abortion 1973)

      Griswold v. Connecticut (landmark 1965 privacy rights case & precedent for Roe)
     R. v Morgentaler (1988 Canadian Supreme Court case affirming women’s right to not be obstructed in seeking an abortion)

    Romer vs. Evans (1996 US Supreme Court Decision that overruled a Colorado law that would have permitted discrimination against LGBTQ individuals in housing and employment)

July 17: Human Rights Issues in Developing Countries
Readings: Deveaux, “Normative Liberal Theory and the Bifurcation of Human Rights”; Coombe, “Intellectual Property, Human Rights & Sovereignty: New Dilemmas of International Law Posed By The Recognition of Indigenous Knowledge and the Conservation of Biodiversity” (The Devoux article is in the public domain on the WWW; both the Coombe and Devoux articles are linked to the Blackboard site available for download); Smith, Textbook on International Human Rights, pp. 153-180 (photocopy)
WEEK 5

July 22: Human Rights Issues in Developing Countries:

Readings: “Disaster in Bangladesh: Rags in the Ruins,” The Economist, May 4th-10th, 2013, 42; Workplace Safety: Avoiding the Fire Next Time,” The Economist, May 4th-10th, 2013, 65 (both linked to Blackboard site, available for download from the Ryerson library online collection); Becker, “Organizing Decent Work for Domestic Workers,” Campaigning for Justice, pp. 32-59
July 24: Human Rights Issues in Developing Countries:
Readings: Becker, “Campaigning to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers,” pp. 11-31; “Creating a New International Priority: Ending Violence Against Children,” pp. 95-112; “Abolishing Sentences of Life Without Parole for Juvenile Offenders,” pp. 222-244
WEEK 6

July 29: Human Rights Issues in Developing Countries:

Readings: Becker, “Defeating the Election of Human Rights Abusers to the UN Human Rights Council,” pp. 59-76; Working With UN Special Rapporteurs to Promote Human Rights,” pp. 77-94; *Applied Human Rights Issue Paper Due
July 31:Human Rights Issues in Developing Countries
Readings: Becker, “Organizing for LGBT Rights in Jamaica and Nepal,” pp. 197-221; “Using New Technologies in the Campaign to Free Tibet: The 2008 Beijing Olympics,” 177-196

WEEK 6
August 5: Civic Holiday (Ryerson closed and no classes)
August 7: Catch Up & Review for Final Exam
WEEK 7
August 12: Comprehensive Final Exam

Readings Linked to Course Blackboard Website

Coombe, Rosemary J., “Intellectual Property, Human Rights & Sovereignty: New Dilemmas of International Law Posed By The Recognition of Indigenous Knowledge and the Conservation of Biodiversity.” 6 Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies 59 (1998-1999).
Benhabib, Seyla. The Rights of Others: Aliens, Residents, and Citizens (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 171-212. ISBN 0-521-53860-2; pp. 251.

Butler, Judith. Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism (New York: Columbia University Press, 2012), 151-180. ISBN 978-0-231-14610-4.

Devoux, Monique, “Normative Liberal Theory and the Bifurcation of Human Rights," Ethics and Global Politics, 2/3 (2009).
“Disaster in Bangladesh: Rags in the Ruins,” The Economist, May 4th-10th, 2013, 42.

“Workplace Safety: Avoiding the Fire Next Time,” The Economist, May 4th-10th, 2013, 65.

Bibliography for Photocopy Packet

Allen, Anita L. Unpopular Privacy: What Must We Hide?. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 3-11; 290-194. ISBN 978-0-19-514137-5; 259 pp.
Arendt, Hannah. The Origins of Totalitarianism (New York: The World Publishing Company, Meridian Books, 1958), 267-302. Library of Congress Card Catalog Number 58-11927; 521 pp.  
Fraser, Nancy. “Reframing Justice in a Globalizing World.” Scales of Justice: Reimagining Political Space in a Globalizing World. (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2008), 12-29. ISBN-13: 978-07456-4487-5; 224 pp. 

Locke, John. “Natural Rights.” Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader. Ed. Mark Timmons. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011),   pp. 55-58. ISBN: 978-0-19-538872-5; 679 pp.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. “The Social Contract”. Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts. Edited by Steven M. Cahn. (Oxford: Oxford Univcersity Press, 2011), 371-2. ISBN 978-0-19-539661-4; 841 pp.

Sen, Amartya. “Property and Hunger,” Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader. Ed. Mark Timmons. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011),   pp. 594-599. ISBN: 978-0-19-538872-5; 679 pp.

Smith, Rhona K. M. Textbook on International Human Rights. Fifth Edition. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012), 5-25; 153-180. 

Warren, Mary Anne. “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion.” Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader. Ed. Mark Timmons. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), 384-390. ISBN: 978-0-19-538872-5; 679 pp.

Wolfson, Evan. “Enough Marriage to Share,” Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader. Ed. Mark Timmons. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011),  pp. 115-118. ISBN: 978-0-19-538872-5; 679 pp.

Accommodation
a.
You must inform me of any situation which arises during the semester which may have an adverse effect upon their academic performance; you must request any necessary considerations (e.g. medical or compassionate), or accommodations [e.g. religious observance, disability (should be registered with the access center), etc.] according to policies and well in advance.  failure to do so will jeopardize any academic appeals.
b.
Medical certificates – medical certificates for deadlines, tests and exams missed due to illness must be provided. (see the policy for the details and www.ryerson.ca/rr/medical.pdf for the certificate). such documents should normally be submitted within 3 working days of a missed assignment, test or exam.
c.
Religious observance – requests are to be made formally within the first two                                       weeks of class. (see www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol150.pdf )
d.
Regrading and recalculation – must be requested within 10 working days of the return of the graded assignment to the class. these are not grounds for an appeal, but are matters for discussion between the student and the instructor.
Aacademic conduct – refer to www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol60.pdf: 
policy 60 - student code of academic conduct: the code of academic conduct will be rigorously enforced.
Student e- mail account - refer to www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol157.pdf 
policy 157 - establishment of student e-mail accounts for official university communication - since faculty will be able to get a complete e-mail list from ccs for each class, it is important that students know that they are to obtain and maintain a ryerson matrix e-mail account.

