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Winter 2007

WS201 Syllabus

Professor: Victoria I. Burke
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Women and Identity:
Embodiment, Appearance, and Selfhood

Phenomenologists have explored the ways in which our experience of the world is embodied, although, for the most part, they have not asked what significant differences there might be if one experiences the world through a female body. In what ways do having breasts and menstruation, for example, play a role in constituting the phenomena of the world as uniquely female experience? How are motion and spatiality experienced differently for females than males as a result of breasted experience? What accounts for the phenomenon of “throwing like a girl” that some feminists have observed? How do we experience our clothes and appearance as part of our identities? How is appearance and the experience of objectification constricting or expressive of identity? How does the beauty ideal affect our self-understanding? How does becoming pregnant transform our experience of the world? How does having a visibly different appearance than the white norm constitute experience for visible minorities? What can we take for granted if we are white? What accounts for the traditional attachment to home that some women feel? In this course on women and identity, we will explore the lived body experience of being female through a selection of phenomenological studies, and we will explore the ways identity is constituted through appearance and embodiment. In what ways does political liberalism need to be more sensitive to our embodiment? What is it like to have a female body in a patriarchal world?
Required Texts:

Young, On Female Body Experience: “Throwing Like a Girl” and Other Essays
Chapkis, Beauty Secrets: Women and the Politics of Appearance
Photocopy Packet

Course Requirements: 
2 Exegetical Analyses: 20% each

Term Paper: 40%

Class Presentation: 20%

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essays must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the department secretary, or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. 

Deadlines: The deadlines for the short papers are January  31 and March 7. If papers are submitted late, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper is late. Due to the new privacy regulations, papers must be submitted directly to me.
Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to the lecture, and should bring the texts to class as the lectures will involve careful and close examination of the readings. In the assigned written work, students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and the lectures.

Course Schedule

WEEK 1
January 3: Course Introduction
No Readings

WEEK 2

January 8: Judith Butler

Readings: Butler, “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire,” pp. 1- 34
January 10: Lorde & Irigaray
Readings: Lorde,“Poetry is not a Luxury,” pp. 36-39; “The Uses of the Erotic,” pp. 53-59. Irigaray, “Love of Self,” pp. 59-71
WEEK 3

January 15: The Phenomenology of Lived Body Experience
Reading: Young, “Lived Body vs Gender: Reflections on Social Structure and Subjectivity,” pp. 12-26 
January 17: The Phenomenology of Lived Body Experience, cont’d.
Presentations
WEEK 4

January 22: Spatiality
Reading: Young, “Throwing Like a Girl,” pp. 27-45
January 24: Spatiality
Presentations

WEEK 5

January 29: Motherhood
Readings Kristeva, “Stabat Mater,” pp. 234-263; Young, “Pregnant Embodiment,” pp. 46-61
January 31: Motherhood, cont’d.
Presentations

*1st Exegetical Analysis due
WEEK 6

February 5: Appearance
Readings : Chapkis, “Changing Landscapes,” pp. 5-35; Chapkis, “ Skin Deep,” pp. 37-77
February 7: Appearance, cont’d.
Presentations

WEEK 7

February 12: Clothes
Readings, Chapkis, “Dress as Success,”  79-117; Young, “Women Recovering our Clothes,”  63-74
*1st Exegetical Analysis due
February 13: Clothes, cont’d.
Presentations

February 19-23 Reading Week

WEEK 8

February 26: Breasts
Readings: Young, “Breasted Experience,” pp. 75-96; Morgenstern, “The Etiquette of Being a Breast,” pp. 64-75
February 28: Breasts, cont’d.
Presentations
WEEK 9

March 5: Menstruation
Reading: Young, “Menstrual Meditations,” pp. 97-122
*Instructions for Term Paper posted by this date
March 7: Menstruation, cont’d.
Presentations

*2nd Exegetical Analysis due
WEEK 10

March 12: House and Home
Readings: Young,  “House and Home,” pp. 123-154; De Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 61-81 
March 14 House and Home, cont’d.
Presentations

WEEK 11

March 19: Visible Identity
Readings: Alcoff, “Racism and Visible Race,” pp. 195-204; “The Whiteness Question,” pp. 205-223
March 21: Visible Identity, cont’d.
Presentations

WEEK12

March 26: Nussbaum & Liberal Feminism
Readings: Nussbaum, Martha. “The Feminist Critique of Liberalism”; “The Future of Feminist Liberalism,” pp. 186-214

March 28: Nussbaum, cont’d
WEEK 13

April 2: Nussbaum, cont’d.
April 9: Final Term Paper due
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Butler, Judith. 1990. “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire,” Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. New York: Routledge, pp. 1- 34. ISBN: 0415900433; 172 pp. 

De Beauvoir, Simone. The Second Sex. Trans. H. M. Parshley. New York: Vintage Books, 1989. pp. 61-81. ISBN 0-679-72451-6; 746 pp.

Irigaray, Luce. “Love of Self.” An Ethics of Sexual Difference. Trans. Carolyn Burke and Gillian Gill. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1993. pp. 59-71. ISBN 0-8014-8145-7; pp. 217.

Kristeva, Julia. “Stabat Mater.” Tales of Love. Trans. Leon S. Roudiez. New York: Columbia University Press, 1987. pp. 234-263. ISBN: 0-231-06024-6; pp. 414. 

Lorde, Audre. “Poetry is not a Luxury.” Sister Outsider. Freedom, CA: The Crossing Press, 1984. pp. 36-39. ISBN 0-89594-141-4; pp. 190.

Lorde, Audre. “The Uses of the Erotic.” Sister Outsider. Freedom, CA: The Crossing Press, 1984. pp. 53-59. ISBN 0-89594-141-4; pp. 190.

Morgenstern, Amy. “The Etiquette of Being a Breast.” River Teeth. Fall 2003. Vol 5, No. 1. pp. 64-75.

Nussbaum, Martha. “The Feminist Critique of Liberalism.” Women’s Voices, Women’s Rights: Oxford Amnesty Lectures 1996. Oxford: Westview Press, 1999.

Nussbaum, Martha. “The Future of Feminist Liberalism.” The Subject of Care: Feminist Perspectives on Dependency. Eds. Eva Feder Kittay & Ellen K. Feder. Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002. pp. 186-214. ISBN 0742513637; pp. 392.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning Office for information regarding its services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Calendar for information regarding all services available on campus. 

For night classes: "After class call 886-FOOT for a walk or drive home - No Walk is Too Short or Too Long!!!"
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Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism. 

Students are expected to be aware of and abide by University regulations and policies, as outlined in the current Undergraduate Calendar (the web version is the official Calendar).

Students must reserve the examination period of April 9-27, 2007.  If you are considering registering for a special examination or event, you should select a time outside the examination period.  Consult with the Undergraduate Calendar (print or web version) for special circumstances for examination deferment.

The University has an established policy with respect to cheating on assignments and examinations, which the student is required to know.  Students are cautioned that in addition to a failure in the course, a student may be suspended or expelled from the University for cheating and the offence may appear on one’s transcript, in which event the offence can have serious consequences for one’s business or professional career. For more information refer to the current Undergraduate calendar <see: http://info.wlu.ca/~wwwregi/ugcalendar/index.html >. 

Students are to adhere to the Principles in the Use of Information Technology.  These Principles and resulting actions for breaches are stated in the current Undergraduate Calendar.

