Wilfrid Laurier University
Department of Political Science

Fall 2007

PO350 Syllabus

Professor: Victoria I. Burke

Office Location: DAWB 4-127
Office Hours: 1-2 MW 1:15-2:00
Course Location: DAWB 2-101
Course Time: 2:30-3:50 MW
Email:  vburke@wlu.ca
Theories of Justice

Discussions concerning justice have revolved around John Rawls’ liberal theory of distributive justice that was published in the 1971 A Theory of Justice and Robert Nozick’s libertarian entitlement theory of justice that was published in Anarchy, State, and Utopia (1974). These texts produced a variety of critiques and responses from feminists, Marxists, and communitarians. PO350 Theories of Justice will first examine Rawls’ theory and the Kantian background, as well as feminist and communitarian critiques of Rawls before turning to Nozick, and Marxist and feminist critiques of Nozick. Should wealth be redistributed? What conceptions of personhood are at work in Rawls and Nozick? How do feminists and communitarians understand personhood differently? We will also examine republicanism. How do republicans understand freedom? Is freedom a worthwhile political goal? How is the republican conception of freedom different from Nozick’s libertarianism? Are republicanism and communitarianism consistent with each other? We will also examine some postmodern Marxist political theory. How is information technology transforming the political arena? What issues does it raise for distributive theories of justice? Is the entitlement theory of justice dominant in a world where there are increasing divisions between wealth and poverty? The course will conclude with an examination of cosmopolitanism. What issues are at a stake as first world nations become increasingly multicultural? What is the basis for cosmopolitan norms? What challenges does it raise for distributive justice and communitarianism? Through analysis of a variety of approaches to justice, students enrolled in PO350 will gain an appreciation for the ways in which contemporary political theory provides the tools for thinking about what constitutes justice in today’s complex political world.

Required Texts:

Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals
Hardt & Negri, Empire
Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family
Photocopy packet

Distribution:

3 Short (3-4 pages) Text Analyses: 20% each

Term Paper (7 pages): 40%

Obtaining courses texts: The three books and the photocopy packet are available in the university bookstore.

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essays must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the department secretary, or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. 

Deadlines: The deadlines for the short papers are October 3, October 22, and November 12, 2007. The Term Paper due December 11, 2007. If papers are submitted late, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper is late. Due to the new privacy regulations, papers must be submitted directly to me. On December 11, I will hold office hours to collect the Term Papers from you. If you want your term paper back after I have marked it, you must submit a self-addressed stamped envelope when you submit your paper.
Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to the lecture, and should bring the texts to class as the lectures will involve careful and close examination of the readings. In the assigned written work, students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and the lectures. In a class of this size no records of attendance can be kept. However, comprehension of the lecture material is crucial to a strong performance on the written assignments, and therefore attendance is strongly advised.
Email: Theoretical questions will not be answered on email. Students must make use of class time and office hours to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect a response within 48 hours.
Course Schedule
WEEK 1
September 10: Course Introduction: Kant

Reading: Grounding (complete) Students should purchase and read Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals in advance of the first day of class.
September 12: Kant cont’d.

Reading: Grounding, cont’d

WEEK 2

September 17: Rawls
Reading: A Theory of Justice, pp. 3-19; 52-93; 228-251
*Instructions for the 1st Analysis posted.
September 19: Rawls, cont’d.
Reading: A Theory of Justice, cont’d.
WEEK 3

September 24: The Communitarian Critique of Rawls
Reading: Mulhall and Swift, Liberals and Communitarians, pp 40-69; 170-190; Russon, “The Ritual Basis of Self-Identity,” pp. 169-183 

September 26: The Communitarian Critique of Rawls, cont’d
Reading: Mulhall, Swift, and Russon, cont’d.
WEEK 4

October 1: The Feminist Critique of Rawls and Communitarianism
Reading: Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family, pp. 3-73; 89-109; 170-186
October 3: The Feminist Critique of Rawls and Communitarianism, cont’d.
Reading: Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family, cont’d.

*1st Analysis due
.
WEEK 5

October 8: Thanksgiving (no class)

October 10: The Feminist Critique of Rawls, cont’d.
Readings: Nussbaum, “The Feminist Critique of Liberalism,” pp.  13-56
*Instructions for the 2nd Analysis posted.
WEEK 6

October 15: Republicanism
Readings: Skinner, “The Idea of Negative Liberty: Philosophical and Historical Perspectives,” pp. 193-221; Arendt, “What is Freedom?” pp. pp. 143-171
October 17: Republicanism, cont’d.
Readings: Skinner and Arendt, cont’d.
WEEK 7

October 22: Nozick
Reading: Anarchy, State and Utopia, pp. pp. ix-xiv, 26-35, 149-182.
*2nd Analysis due
October 24: Nozick, cont’d.
Reading: Nozick, Anarchy, State and Utopia, cont’d.

WEEK 8

October 29: The Marxist Critique of Nozick
Reading, Cohen, Self-Ownership, Freedom, and Equality, pp. 1-12; 144-164 

*Instructions for the 3rd Analysis posted. 
October 31: The Marxist Critique of Nozick, cont’d.
Reading, Cohen, Self-Ownership, Freedom, and Equality, cont’d.
WEEK 9

November 5: The Feminist Critique of Nozick
Reading: Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family, pp. 74-88
November 7: The Feminist Critique of Nozick, cont’d.
Reading: Okin, Justice, Gender, and the Family, cont’d.

WEEK 10

November 12: Difference Feminism

Reading: Justice and the Politics of Difference, pp. 196-121
*3rd Analysis due 
*Instructions for the Term Paper posted.

November 14: Postmodernism
Readings: Hardt & Negri, Empire, pp. 22-66 and 260-279; Brown, “Neoliberalism and the End of Liberal Democracy,” pp. 37-59; Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition,  pp. 3-9

WEEK 11
November 19: Postmodernism, cont’d.
Readings: Hardt & Negri, Empire, pp. 280-303, 325-369, and 393-413
November 21: Postmodernism, cont’d.
Readings: Hardt & Negri, Empire, cont’d.

WEEK 12

November 26: Cosmopolitanism
Reading: Benhabib, The Claims of Culture, pp. 1-48
November 28: Cosmopolitanism, cont’d.
Reading: Benhabib, The Rights of Others, pp. 171-212.
WEEK 13
December 3: Cosmopolitanism, cont’d.
Reading: Waldron, “Cosmopolitan Norms,” pp. 83-101
December 11: Term Paper due
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning Office for information regarding its services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Calendar for information regarding all services available on campus. 

For night classes: "After class call 886-FOOT for a walk or drive home - No Walk is Too Short or Too Long!!!"
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Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism. 

Students are expected to be aware of and abide by University regulations and policies, as outlined in the current Undergraduate Calendar (the web version is the official Calendar).

The University has an established policy with respect to cheating on assignments and examinations, which the student is required to know.  Students are cautioned that in addition to a failure in the course, a student may be suspended or expelled from the University for cheating and the offence may appear on one’s transcript, in which event the offence can have serious consequences for one’s business or professional career. For more information refer to the current Undergraduate calendar <see: http://info.wlu.ca/~wwwregi/ugcalendar/index.html >. 

Students are to adhere to the Principles in the Use of Information Technology.  These Principles and resulting actions for breaches are stated in the current Undergraduate Calendar.

