Interdisciplinary Program in Global Studies
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Fall 2006 

GS340H Syllabus

Professor: Victoria I. Burke

Lecture Time: TH 9:30-12:20
Lecture Location: STM 103 
Office Location: Aird 406
Office Phone: 
Office Hours: TH 14:30-15:30
E-mail: viburke@hotmail.com
Globalization and its Discontents:
The Marxist Critique
The Marxist critique of globalization has taken a variety of forms at the turn of the 21st-Century, and the Times Literary Supplement has recently remarked on the uncanny resonance of Marxist theory with the evolving form of Capital today. GS340H will introduce students to the main theoretical texts in this area, as well as their historical roots and competing theories of justice. Is Marx right to adopt Rousseau’s view that the ideology of autonomy leads to a degradation of the quality of life? Critics of globalization have claimed that there is a widening gap between the rich and the poor. Does Marx provide the theoretical tools that will enable us to understand the mechanisms that are driving this widening gap? How are we to understand capitalism in its current form? What is capitalism as Marx understood it? Is Capital fundamentally transforming in nature as some of these Marxists maintain? We will also look at the ways in which life is changing in first-world nations. How are our cities changing? How is the nature of subjectivity changing? How is the nature of work changing? What new concerns are there for feminists? Is Marxism an adequate theoretical framework for the task of cultural critique in the 21st-Century? Through the theory of Marxism and its application, GS340H will introduce students to the Marxist approach to economics, culture, and politics, as well as to some of the most pressing issues in the political arena today. 
Course Texts:

Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality

Brennan, Globalization and its Terrors
Tucker, ed., The Marx-Engels Reader

Hardt & Negri, Empire

Two Photocopy Packets

Obtaining course texts:

The four books and two photocopy packets are available at the university bookstore.

Course Requirements:

Three 5-6 pg papers: 15% each.
*Students have the opportunity to give a presentation instead of writing a third short paper. If the student gives a presentation, it will also count toward the class participation grade. Students must decide by October 19 whether or not they will be giving a presentation.

Term Paper: 40%
Class Participation: 15%

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essays are to be submitted typed (double spaced and single-sided) on white 8.5 x 11 paper. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost, by myself, the department   secretary or the T.A., it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or fax.

Deadlines: The deadlines for the exegetical analyses are October 12 and November 2, and if the student is writing a third analysis, it is due on November 16. The final term paper is due on December 4. Students are permitted a total of six free late days for the term, and may draw upon their late days at their own discretion. This means that work may be submitted after the deadline with or without my permission. One free late day will be subtracted from the student's "account" of free late days for each day that the paper is late (week-ends included). However, the total number of free late days per term may not, under any circumstances exceed six. Late papers may be handed in either to me directly, or to the department essay drop-off box, which will be checked regularly. The drop off box is outside the Department of Global Studies main office door, and it is accessible to students any time that the building is open. Students should write on the paper the date and time that they drop off the paper before depositing it into the box; the number of late days subtracted from the student’s “account” will be determined by what is written on the paper by the student unless there is compelling evidence that what is noted on the paper is incorrect. If there is no date and time of drop off indicated on the paper or if there is compelling evidence that the date and time written on the paper are incorrect, the late days to be subtracted from the student’s account will be determined by the date and time that I pick up the paper from the mailbox. Papers are due in class on the assigned due date and are counted as one day late after 4:30 pm on the next day. Week-ends are counted as three days--so if the student turns in a paper on the Monday following the deadline rather than the Friday, three days will be subtracted for the week-end in addition to any other late days that accrue. If papers are submitted late after all of the student’s free late days are used up, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper exceeds the six day limit.
Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to the lecture, and should bring the texts to class as the lectures will involve careful and close examination of the readings. In the assigned written work, students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and the lectures.

Attendance & Class Sessions: There will be a 15-minute break dividing the lecture into two 11/4 hour segments. There will be an attendance sheet passed at the beginning of each segment—in other words, there will be two attendance sheets each week. If the student has signed the attendance sheet, he or she will be given 1/4 point toward their class participation grade. Perfect attendance will yield a score of 6. The remainder if the class participation grade will be made up with actual class participation and the presentation, if one is done.
Course Schedule

WEEK 1: 
September 14: Course Introduction

No readings; Video Showings: “No Logo” (based on book No Logo by Naomi Klein); “Global Village or Global Pillage? (produced and written by Jeremy Betcher, Tim Costello, and Brendan Smith) 
Unit I: From Autonomy to Historical Materialism
WEEK 2

September 21: Rousseau

Reading: Origin of Inequality (complete)

WEEK 3 
September 28: Hegel

Reading: Phenomenology of Spirit, pp. 104-119; 383-409 (photocopy); Philosophy of Right, pp. 105-140 (photocopy)
WEEK 4 

October 5: Marx/Kojeve
Reading: The Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 203-217, 302-361, 392-411, 417-438, 450-465, and “The Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 469-500; selection from Kojeve, Introduction to the Reading of Hegel, pp. 3-30 (photocopy)
WEEK 5
October  12: Marx vs. Contemporary Theories of Justice
Reading: Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia, pp. ix-xiv, 26-35, 149-182 (photocopy; Rawls, A Theory of Justice, pp. 3-19; 52-93; 228-251 (photocopy)
*Rousseau/Hegel/Marx paper (3-4 pgs)
Unit II: Marx and Globalization

WEEK 6 
October 19: Klein & Brennan
Readings: Klein, Fences and Windows, pp. 44-47, 48-50, 64-71, 76-84 (photocopy); Klein, No Logo, pp. 231-275 (photocopy); Brennan, Globalization and its Terrors, pp. 1-110
*Students must decide by this date whether or not they are going to be giving a class presentation.

WEEK 7 

October 26: Jaggar & Jameson
Reading:; Jaggar, "Challenging Women's Global Inequalities: Some Priorities for Western Philosophers," pp. 229-252 (photocopy on reserve in the library);  Jameson, “Notes on Globalization as a Philosophical Issue,” pp. 54-77 (photocopy)
WEEK 8

November 2: Habermas

Reading: Habermas, “The Postnational Constellation and the Future of Democracy,” pp. 58-112 (photocopy)
*Klein/Brennan/Marx paper due (3-4 pgs)
WEEK 9 

November 9: Hardt & Negri
Reading: Empire, pp. 22-66 and 260-279
*Term Paper Topics posted

WEEK 10
November 16: Hardt & Negri

Reading: Empire, pp. 280-303, 325-369, and 393-413
*Hegel/Marx/Habermas paper due if student is turning in a 3rd exegetical analysis (3-4 pgs)
WEEK 11 
November 23: Buck-Morss
Reading: Buck-Morss, Dreamworld and Catastrophe, pp. ix-xvi, 1-39, 260-278 (photocopy);
WEEK 12 
November 30: The Global City
Reading: Graham and Marvin. “The Transformation of Cities: Towards Planetary Urban Networks” and “Telecommunications and Urban Futures,”  pp 568-578; Harvey, “Social Justice, Postmodernism, and the City,” pp 199-207; Mayer, “Post-Fordist City Politics,” pp 229-239; Sassen, “A New Geography of Centers and Margins: A Summary and Implications,” pp 208-212; Sassen, The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo, pp. 3-15; 168-191; Sassen, “Cities in the Global Economy,” pp.172-6 (all photocopies)
*Last Day of Classes
Term Paper Due: Monday,  December 4 (7-8 pgs)
Bibliography for Photocopy Packets:
Buck-Morss, Susan. Dreamworld and Catastrophe: The Passing of Mass Utopia in East and West. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2000. pp. ix-xvi, 1-39, 260-278. ISBN: 0-262-02464-0; 368 pp.

Graham, Stephen, and Simon Marvin. “The Transformation of Cities: Towards Planetary Urban Networks” and “Telecommunications and Urban Futures.” The City Reader. Ed. Richard T. Legates and Frederic Stout. New York: Routledge, 1996.  pp 568-578. ISBN 0-415-19071-1; 592 pp.

Habermas, Juergen. “The Postnational Constellation and the Future of Democracy.” The Postnational Constellation: Political Essays. Trans. Max Pensky. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2001. pp. 58-112. ISBN: 0-262-58206-6; 300 pp.

Harvey, David. “Social Justice, Postmodernism, and the City.” The City Reader. Ed. Richard T. Legates and Frederic Stout. New York: Routledge, 1996.  pp 199-207. ISBN 0-415-19071-1; 592 pp.

 Hegel, G.W.F. Phenomenology of Spirit. Trans. A.V. Miller. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1977. pp. 104-119; 383-409. ISBN: 0-19-824597-1; 595 pp.

Hegel, G.W.F Philosophy of Right. Trans. T.M. Knox. London: Oxford University Press, 1967. pp. 105-140. ISBN: 0-19-500276-8; 382 pp.

Jameson, Fredric. “Notes on Globalization as a Philosophical Issue.” The Cultures of Globalization. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1998. pp. 54-77. ISBN: 0-8223-2169-6; 393 pp.

Klein, Naomi. Fences and Windows. Vintage Canada, 2002. pp. 44-47, 48-50, 64-71, 76-84. ISBN: 0-676-97551-8; 268 pp.

Klein, Naomi. No Logo. New York: Picador USA, 1999. pp. 231-275. ISBN: 0-312-27192-1; 490 pp.

Kojeve, Alexandre. Introduction to the Reading of Hegel. Trans. James H. Nichols, Jr. New York: Basic Books, 1969. pp. 3-30. Library of Congress Card Catalog No: 70-78467; 287 pp.

Mayer, Margit. “Post-Fordist City Politics.” The City Reader. Ed. Richard T. Legates and Frederic Stout. New York: Routledge, 1996.  pp 229-239.  ISBN 0-415-19071-1; 592 pp.

Nozick, Robert. Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Basic Books, Inc, 1974. pp. ix-xiv, 26-35, 149-182. ISBN: 0-465-09720-0; 367 pp.

Rawls, John. A Theory of Justice, Revised Edition. Cambridge, MA: The Bellknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1999. pp. 3-19; 52-93; 228-251. ISBN: 0-674-00078-1; 538 pp.

Sassen, Saskia. “A New Geography pf Centers and Margins: A Summary and Implications.” The City Reader. Ed. Richard T. Legates and Frederic Stout. New York: Routledge, 1996.  pp 208-212.  ISBN 0-415-19071-1; 592 pp.

Sassen, Saskia. “Cities in the Global Economy.” Alphabet City Six: Open City. Ed. John Knechtel. Concord, ON: House of Anansi Press Ltd, 1998. pp. 172-6. ISBN: 0-88784-621-1; 320 pp.

Sassen, Saskia. The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1991. pp. 3-15; 168-191 ISBN 0-691-07866-1; 395 pp.

1. Academic Misconduct (cheating): The University has an established policy with respect to cheating on assignments and examinations, which the student is required to know.  Students are cautioned that in addition to a failure in the course, a student may be suspended or expelled from the University for cheating and the offence may appear on one’s transcript, in which event the offence can have serious consequences for one’s business or professional career. For more information refer to the current Undergraduate calendar <see: http://info.wlu.ca/~wwwregi/ugcalendar/index.html >. 

2. Accessible Learning: Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier’s Accessible Learning Centre <see: http://www.mylaurier.ca/accessible.htm > for information regarding its services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Calendar <see: http://info.wlu.ca/~wwwregi/ugcalendar/index.html> for information regarding all services available on campus.

3. Plagiarism: Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be asked to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism.
