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Essential Questions

Reason’s Critique: The Enlightenment and Beyond

The Enlightenment is a period in western intellectual history that came to fruition in the 18th Century, particularly in the thought of Immanuel Kant and the advent of the French Revolution. The impact of the Enlightenment is still being felt today: it forms the theoretical foundations of democratic ideals and forms of government. In the Enlightenment, a great optimism emerged concerning the power of reason to sustain progress toward material comfort and spiritual happiness. Enlightenment thinking was generally opposed to Christian religious dogma and its emphasis on the fulfillment of ideals only in a transcendent hereafter. Enlightenment thinkers held it to be within our power, by the use of reason, to perfect our existence here in this world. HUMN 3B96 will survey the major thinkers who contributed to the development of Enlightenment thought, as well as 19th- and 20th-Century critiques of it. We will begin with LaMettrie’s controversial materialist and atheistic text Man a Machine, which influenced the Enlightenment thinkers’ challenge to theology. Two of the most prominent of the French Enlightenment philosophes were Voltaire and Diderot: in parodic literary texts, Voltaire challenged the optimism of Leibnizian theodicy and Diderot expressed concern about the compatibility of the new materialism with morality. In Kant, we will examine the ways in which these tensions around materialism, individualism, the nature of reason, and moral law are resolved, and in Hegel we will see the conception of modern freedom at its fruition, both a first critique and a result of the Enlightenment. In Nietzsche, we will see the beginning of a tradition of critiques of Enlightenment autonomy, in which the autonomous agent becomes a creative free spirit. In Heidegger, Adorno, Bataille, and Foucault we will see the various ways in which the idea of autonomy paved the way for 20th-Century thinking which emphasizes the embodied and decentered texture of the human experience.

Course Goals: Students should gain an appreciation for this important era in Western intellectual history
Required Texts:

Bataille, Erotism: Death and Sensuality

Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy

Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew and other works
LaMettrie, Man a Machine and Man a Plant

Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals
Nietzsche, The Portable Nietzsche

Rousseau, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality
Voltaire, Candide
Photocopy packet

 Obtaining course texts: The eight books and photocopy packet are available at the university bookstore. [Note that most of these books are small inexpensive Hackett editions.]
Course Requirements: Grade will be determined by two two-page exegetical text analysis papers, a term paper, and class participation.
Distribution:

Two Exegetical Text Analysis papers (2 pages): 25% each
Term Paper (7 pages): 35%
Class Participation: 15%

Guidelines for submitting written work: Papers must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper single-sided and typed double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by either the student or myself), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail.

Deadlines: The deadlines for the two text analysis papers are February 1 and March 1, and the final term paper is due April 19. Students are permitted a total of six free late days for the term, and may draw upon their late days at their own discretion. This means that work may be submitted after the deadline with or without my permission. One free late day will be subtracted from the student's "account" of free late days for each day that the paper is late (week-ends included). However, the total number of free late days per term may not, under any circumstances exceed six, and it would be in the students' interest to save the late days for an emergency. Due to the new privacy regulations, late papers must be handed in to me directly. If papers are submitted late after all of the student’s free late days are used up, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper exceeds the six day limit.

My Courses: I will be maintaining a course website on the MyCourses section of the OCAD website. Assignment instructions and essay topics will be posted there.

Course Evaluation: At the end of term, students will be required to evaluate the course online.

Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to the class session, and should bring the texts to class as the class sessions will involve careful and close examination of the readings. In the assigned written work, students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and the content of class sessions.
Attendance & Class Sessions: There will be a 15-minute break dividing the lecture into two 1 1/4 hour segments. Attendance will be called at the beginning of each segment—in other words, attendance will be called twice each week. If the student is in attendance, they will be given1/4 point toward their class participation grade. Perfect attendance will yield a score of 6 1/2. The remainder if the class participation grade will be made up with actual class participation.
Background Reading: During the first week of classes, students should read Peter Gay’s introduction to The Enlightenment: An Interpretation, titled “Overture: The Enlightenment in its World,” which is included in the photocopy packet.

Course Schedule
WEEK 1

January 11: Course Introduction: Descartes
Reading: Meditations (complete)
WEEK 2

January 18: LaMettrie & Condillac
Reading: Man a Machine, pp. 27-76; selections from Treatise on Systems and The Origin of Human Knowledge, pp. 165-170 (photocopy)
WEEK 3

January 25: Voltaire

Reading: Candide, complete; “Poem on the Lisbon Disaster,” Candide, pp. 99-108; and Rousseau, “Letter to Voltaire on Optimism,” Candide, pp. 108-122 

WEEK 4

February 1: Rousseau
Reading: Origin of Inequality (complete)

*1st Exegetical Analysis due
WEEK 5
February 8: Diderot & D’Holbach
Reading: Rameau’s Nephew (complete); Good Sense, pp. 182-5 (photocopy)
WEEK 6
February  15: Kant & The French Revolution
Reading: Grounding (complete); “What is Enlightenment?” pp. pp. 38-48 (photocopy); Burke, Selections from Reflections on the Revolution in France, pp. 510-521 (photocopy)

READING WEEK: FEBRUARY 19-23 NO CLASSES

WEEK 7
March 1:  Hegel & Lessing
Reading: Phenomenology of Spirit, pp. 104-119; Philosophy of Right, pp. 105-140; Lessing, “The Education of the Human Race,” pp. 225-239 (photocopies)
*2nd Exegetical Analysis due
WEEK 8

March 8: Nietzsche

Readings: “How the ‘True World’ Became a Fable,” Kaufmann, pp. 485-486; “Toward a Genealogy of Morals,” Kaufmann, pp. 450-454; “On Truth and Lie in the Extra-Moral Sense,” Kaufmann, pp. 42-47;     The Gay Science, #4, #7, #34, #125, #341, #344 

WEEK 9

March 15: Nietzsche

Readings:; “The Four Great Errors,” Kaufmann, pp. 492-501; “Thus Spoke Zarathustra, First Part,” Kaufmann,  pp. 121-137; “On the Despisers of the Body,” Kaufmann, pp. 146-147; “On the Vision and the Riddle,” Kaufmann, pp. 267-275

*Essay Topics Distributed

WEEK 10

March 22: Adorno
Reading: “The Concept of Enlightenment,” pp. 3-42 (photocopy)

 WEEK 11

March 29: Heidegger
Reading: “Letter on Humanism,” pp. 239-276 (photocopy)

 WEEK 12

April 5: Bataille

Reading: Erotism, pp. 11-70; pp. 89-128; pp. 140-6
WEEK 13

April 12: Foucault

Reading:“What is Critique?” pp. 382-398 (photocopy)

Term Paper Due: April 19
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OCAD Attendance Regulations:

“… the College requires that students attend classes on a regular basis and that they participate fully in them. Please note: A student with three or more unexcused absences may be assigned a failing grade for that course.” 

OCAD Academic Misconduct Regulations

Academic misconduct and nonacademic misconduct are not tolerated at OCAD. Academic misconduct is behaviour that violates basic principles of academic, scholastic or artistic integrity and/or that has the potential effect of unfairly promoting or enhancing one’s academic standing or grade, or of assisting another student in the pursuit of such an outcome. Penalties can range from failure in the assignment to expulsion from the College.  Non-academic misconduct includes behaviours that are racist, sexist, ableist, homophobic, violent, as well as theft, destruction of OCAD property and other behaviors that may impair the College in its capacity to carry out its educational and legal responsibilities effectively and to serve all students fairly. 

OCAD Policy on Accommodation for Religion

"A student who foresees conflict between a religious observation and any scheduled class assignments, including the final examination or critique, must notify his/her instructor and make a written request to the appropriate Faculty Office within two weeks of the first class. Late requests for an exam or critique deferral are subject to a fee of $70."

