1

Division of Continuing Education

Ryerson University

Summer 2012
CPHL501-BA0 Syllabus

Upper-Level Liberal Studies Elective
Professor: Victoria I. Burke

Lecture Time: MW 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 Lecture Location: KHE 117
E-mail:victoria.burke@ryerson.ca
Social Thought and the Critique of Power

Society is the manner or condition in which the members of a community live together for their mutual benefit. The study of society is distinguished from ethics, which concerns determining the right course of action, and political philosophy, which concerns the right way that the state should be structured. Social theory is also distinguished from the academic discipline of sociology, which is an empirical social science that studies the concrete forms of particular societies. CPHL501 Social Thought and Critique of Power will be devoted to the study of the way social relations have been theorized in the European philosophical tradition since the nineteenth century. The fundamental social relation of “mutual recognition” is found in the thought of G.W.F. Hegel, and it has different manifestations within the three basic social institutions of the family, civil society (the economic marketplace), and legality. Marx took Hegel’s social philosophy as his point of departure to demonstrate that the specific capacities for labor of individuals, their productive power, produced an unequal distribution of wealth in society through what he called a division of labor. He also argued that the economic system of capitalism reproduced and sustained itself through the division of labor and inequalities in power. Habermas reformulated Hegel’s core social relation of mutual recognition as “communicative action” and he sought to theorize the way in which formal legal recognition interacts with social relations of communicative negotiation within modern society. In recent political philosophy, there has been a transformation from literature concerning political structures to literature concerning economic relations of power. This transformation reflects the widespread consensus, since the fall of communism at the end of the twentieth century, that democracy is the only just form of political organization and free market capitalism is the only possible economic system. In this context, the relations of unequal social power between individuals become the focus of political theory, rather than the question of the just organizational form of the state. Social relations of power need to be theorized, not just in light of Marx’ concept of the division of labor in capitalism, but also in light of shifting and decentralized communicative relations of mutual recognition. In an evolving context where power is conceived, not as hierarchical power of the state over individuals, but as a function of relations between individuals, power is decentralized and deterritorialized, and conceived as relations of production in a new horizontal schema. Individuals are atomized and public space is conceived as a stage for political theatre. Now the struggle for recognition, the struggle for power, is an economic relation realized within a paradigm of dispersed immaterial production based, not on an economy of manufacturing industry, but the communication of information. This social arena is different than the industrial paradigm where power was conceived as the hierarchical power of the owners of the means of production over the powerless wage-laborer. Students in CPHL501 will explore this conceptual terrain, mapping out such basic concepts as the division of labor and the forms of mutual recognition, learning the outlines of standard liberal political theory, and developing an understanding of the way in which our own social and political time, decentralized, urbanized and cosmopolitan, can be conceptualized as unique in relation to the social and political forms of the modern world that came before it.
Required Texts:
Stephen Cahn, Editor, Political Philosophy: The Essential Texts. Second Edition.
Oxford University Press ISBN 978-0-19-539661-4
Photocopy Packet
Course Requirements: Students will be assessed on the basis of one short conceptual analysis paper (3-4 pages), a term paper (7-8 pages), class participation, and a comprehensive final examination.

Distribution:
Hegel Analysis: 20% (3-4 pages 750-1000 words)
Term Paper: 35% (7-8 pages 1800-2000 words)
Final Examination: 35%
Class Participation: 10%
Guidelines for submitting written work: The essay must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the department secretary, or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. Students will be penalized 10% per day for every day that the paper is late. For footnoting or citation style use Chicago Manual of Style, MLA Style, or APA Style. Any of the standard style sheets is fine, as long as you are consistent.

Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to class, and should bring the texts to class as class will involve careful and close examination of the readings. Students will be assessed on the basis of their comprehension and synthesis of both the reading material and class sessions. 
Email: Theoretical questions will not be answered on email. Students must make use of class time and office hours to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect and answer within 48 hours.

Ecologically friendly writing assignments: In the interest of maintaining an ecologically sound course, cover sheets are not required on the assignments. Put your name and student number at the top of the first page and start the essay one quarter of the way down the page. Do not include a bibliography. External sources are not permitted on the analysis papers, and it is presumed you are using the course texts. Put the page citation for references in brackets within the text after the quotation. Example: (Fraser, Rethinking Recognition, 234). Recently some students have been using slightly off-white recycled paper rather than brilliant white paper. This is encouraged. It is encouraged for students to use recycled paper.

Deadlines: The deadlines for the two short essay assignments are July 4, 2012 and July 30, 2012.            . 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper is late. Medical Documentation is required to turn in assignments late without penalty.

Blackboard: This course will have a Blackboard site where all handouts will be posted. Please check the Blackboard site regularly for announcements. The Powerpoint Presentations will also be posted on the Blackboard site. 

Course Schedule

WEEK 1: Course Introduction

June 20: No Reading
*Instructions for Hegel Essay posted to Blackboard site

WEEK 2: From Hegel to Marx 
June 25: Hegel, Mutual Recognition, and the Three Liberal Social Institutions

Reading: Hegel, “Philosophy of Right,” Cahn, pp. 541-556; Introduction to the Philosophy of History,” Cahn, pp. 556-565; Ciavatta, “The Unreflective Bonds of Intimacy: Hegel on Familial Ties and the Modern Person” (PDF Download from Blackboard site))
June 27: Capitalism and Power: Marx
Reading: “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts,” Cahn pp. 569-576
WEEK 3: Marx: Capitalism and Power
July 2: Canada Day: campus closed and class cancelled

July 4: Marx 
Readings: “The German Ideology,” Cahn, pp. 577-582; “A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy,” Cahn, pp. 595
*Hegel Essay due

WEEK 4: Three Liberal Paradigms
July 9: Rawls & Nozick

Readings: Rawls, “A Theory of Justice,” Cahn, pp. 694-709; Nozick, “Anarchy, State, and Utopia,” Cahn, pp. 713-725
July 11: Habermas and Deliberative Democracy
Readings: Habermas, “Three Normative Models of Democracy,” Cahn, pp. 764-771; “On the Internal Relation Between the Rule of Law and Democracy,” Cahn, pp. 772-777
*Term paper topics posted to the Blackboard site

WEEK 5: Power and the Decline of the Nation-State
July 16: Deliberative Democracy and the Decline of the Nation-State

Reading:  Habermas,  “The Postnational Constellation and the Future of Democracy,” pp. 58-112 (photocopy)

July 18:  Foucault: Power and Resistance

Readings: “Power/Knowledge,” Cahn, pp. 747-760; Bartkey, “Foucault, Femininity, and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power.” pp. 277-292 (photocopy)

WEEK 6:  The New Spirit of Capitalism: Immaterial Production and Deterritorialization
July 23:  The New Relations of Production
Reading: Hardt & Negri, Empire. pp. 22-41; 280-303; Boltanski & Chiapello, “Management Discourse in the 1990s,” pp. 57-101 (photocopies)
July 25:  Atomization and Spectatorsship
Readings: Taylor, “Atomization,” Cahn, pp. 729-743; Kohn, “Homo Spectator: Public Space in the Age of Spectacle,” pp.467-486 (PDF download from Blackboard site)
WEEK 7

July 30: Feminism and Market Society: Three Approaches
Readings: Held, “Non-Contractual Society: A Feminist View,”, Cahn,  pp. 782-795; Brown, “Neoliberalism and the End of Liberal Democracy,” pp. 37-59 (photocopy); Butler, ”Gender Regulations.” Undoing Gender, pp. 40-56 (PDF download from Blackboard site)
*Term Paper Due

August 1: Cosmopolitan Norms and the City as Paradigm
Readings: Waldron, “Cosmopolitan Norms,” pp. 83-101; Mayer, “Post-Fordist City Politics,” pp 229-239; Sassen, “A New Geography of Centers and Margins: A Summary and Implications,” pp 208-212; Sassen, The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo, pp. 3-15; 168-191 (all photocopies)
*Term Paper due
WEEK 8

August 6: Civic Holiday: campus closed and class cancelled

August 8: Review for Final Exam
WEEK 9:

August 13: Final Exam (during regularly scheduled class period)
Bibliography for Photocopy Packet

Bartkey, Sandra Lee. “Foucault Femininity, and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power.” Theorizing Feminisms: A Reader. Eds. Elizabeth Hackett and Sally Haslinger. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. pp. 277-292. ISBN 0-19-515009-0;  564 pp.

Boltanski, Luc, and Eve Chiapello. “Management Discourse in the 1990s.” The New Spirit of Capitalism. Trans. Gregory Elliott. London, UK: Verso Press, pp. 57-101. ISBN: 1-895184-554-1; 601 pp.

Brown, Wendy. “Neoliberalism and the End of Liberal Democracy.” Edgework: Critical Essays on Knowledge and Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005. pp. 37-59. ISBN 0-691-12360-8; 159 pp.
Habermas, Juergen. “The Postnational Constellation and the Future of Democracy.” The Postnational Constellation: Political Essays. Trans. Max Pensky. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2001. pp. 58-112. ISBN: 0-262-58206-6; 300 pp.

Hardt, Michael, and Antonio Negri. Empire. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000), pp. 22-41; 280-303. ISBN 0-674-00671-2; 478 pp. 

Margot, Margit. “Post-Fordist City Politics.” The City Reader. Ed. Richard T. Legates and Frederic Stout. New York: Routledge, 1996.  pp 229-239.  ISBN 0-415-19071-1; 592 pp.

Sassen, Saskia. “A New Geography pf Centers and Margins: A Summary and Implications.” The City Reader. Ed. Richard T. Legates and Frederic Stout. New York: Routledge, 1996.  pp 208-212.  ISBN 0-415-19071-1; 592 pp.

Sassen, Saskia. The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1991. pp. 3-15; 168-191 ISBN 0-691-07866-1; 395 pp.

Waldron, Jeremy. “Cosmopolitan Norms.” Seyla Benhabib: Another Cosmopolitanism. Ed. Robert Post.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. pp 83-101. ISBN 0-19-518322-3; 206 pp. 

Articles Available For Download From Blackboard Site (under “Course Readings”)
Butler, Judith..”Gender Regulations.” Undoing Gender. New York: Routledge, 2004, 40-56. ISBN 0-415-96922—0; 267 pp. 

Ciavatta, David V., “The Unreflective Bonds of Intimacy: Hegel on Familial Ties and the Modern Person,” The Philosophical Forum 37.2 (June 2006): 113-232.

Kohn, Margaret. “Homo Spectator: Public Space in the Age of Spectacle.” Philosophy and Social Criticism. Vol. 34, No 5  (2008), pp.467-486. 

Accommodation

a.
You must inform me of any situation which arises during the semester which may have an adverse effect upon their academic performance; you must request any necessary considerations (e.g. medical or compassionate), or accommodations [e.g. religious observance, disability (should be registered with the Access Center), etc.] according to policies and well in advance.  Failure to do so will jeopardize any academic appeals.

b.
Medical Certificates – medical certificates for deadlines, tests and exams missed due to illness must be provided. (See the policy for the details and www.ryerson.ca/rr/medical.pdf for the certificate). Such documents should normally be submitted within 3 working days of a missed assignment, test or exam.

c.
Religious Observance – requests are to be made formally within the first two                                       weeks of class. (See www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol150.pdf )

d.
Regrading and Recalculation – Must be requested within 10 working days of the return of the graded assignment to the class. These are not grounds for an appeal, but are matters for discussion between the student and the instructor.

Academic Conduct – Refer to www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol60.pdf: 

Policy 60 - Student Code of Academic Conduct: The code of academic conduct will be rigorously enforced.

Student E- Mail Account - Refer to www.ryerson.ca/acadcouncil/current/pol157.pdf 

Policy 157 - Establishment of Student E-Mail Accounts for Official University Communication - Since faculty will be able to get a complete e-mail list from CCS for each class, it is important that students know that they are to obtain and maintain a Ryerson Matrix e-mail account.


