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Seminar in Political Philosophy:

The Idea of Progress

The idea of progress has been at work in much political philosophy in the philosophical tradition. Philosophers have conceived of an “end” of various kinds toward which history is progressing. This seminar in political philosophy will examine the genealogy of this idea, beginning with St. Augustine’s conception of a teleological progression toward eternal salvation in the kingdom of heaven. The Enlightenment view of history can be seen in Kant’s idea of “a universal history” in which history is conceived to be on a course toward the reconciliation of nature and history. There are multiple conceptions of progress in Hegel, both the development of his texts and his general methodology, and the development of history, and we will examine each conception. The idea of history as progressing toward universal harmony was adopted by Marx, who held that capitalism was on a course toward the elimination of private property, which would result in the utopian classless society. In the 20th-Century, the idea of progress has been the object of a significant degree of criticism in the wake of events such as Hiroshima and Auschwitz, that seem to contradict the possibility of progress in history. However, this skepticism regarding the idea of progress has also issued from philosophers who have sought to preserve an idea of history as progressive in some sense, since it is only through progress that society can hope to eliminate violence or establish greater justice. Political philosophers such as Jacques Derrida and Walter Benjamin have deployed interpretations of  the “messianic” end of history in order to focus their criticisms of the present. Does the idea of progress implicitly require a conception of the “end” of history, a telos? Is the idea of progress a delusory consolation for the ills of the present? Does the hope of progress blind us to the ills of the present? In an effort to understand the idea of progress, its promise and its limitations, and its variegated meanings within the history of philosophy and contemporary political discourse, this course will examine perspectives from St. Augustine, Kant, Hegel, and Marx, as well as selections from critical theory and deconstruction.
Course Texts:

St. Augustine, The City of God

Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals
Kant, Perpetual Peace and Other Essays
Tucker, Ed, The Marx/Engels Reader

Photocopy Packet
All books and the photocopy packet are available at the campus bookstore.

Course Requirements:

3 Exegetical Analyses (4 pages): 20% each

12 page Term Paper: 40%

Guidelines for submitting written work: All essays are to be submitted typed (double-spaced and single-sided) on white 8.5 x 11 paper. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost, it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail.

Deadlines: The deadlines for the two short essay assignments are January 29, February 26, and March 18, and the deadline for the final Term Paper is April 8, 2008. Students are permitted a total of six free late days for the term, and may draw upon their late days at their own discretion. This means that work may be submitted after the deadline with or without my permission. One free late day will be subtracted from the student's "account" of free late days for each day that the paper is late (week-ends count as three days). The late days may not be used for the final Term Paper. The total number of free late days per term may not, under any circumstances exceed six, and it would be in the students' interest to save the late days for an emergency. Late papers may be handed in either to me directly, or to my department mailbox. Students should write on the paper the date and time that they drop-off the paper; the number of late days subtracted from the student’s ”account” will be determined by what is written on the paper by the student unless there is compelling evidence that what is noted on the paper is incorrect. If there is no date and time of drop off indicated on the paper or if there is compelling evidence that the date and time written on the paper are incorrect, the late days to be subtracted from the student’s account will be determined by the date and time that I pick up the paper from the mailbox. Papers are due in class on the assigned due date and are counted as one day late after 11:30 a.m. on the next day. If papers are submitted late after all of the student’s free late days are used up, 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper exceeds the six day limit.
Email: Philosophical questions will not be answered on email. Students must avail themselves of class time and office hours in order to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect a response in 48 hours.
Course Schedule

WEEK 1

January 8: Course Introduction: The Idea of Progress, St. Augustine
No readings

WEEK 2

January 15: St. Augustine

reading: City of God, Bk I, Chs 8, 10, 11, 29, 36; Bk V, Chs 1, 8-10, 11, 16; Bk VI, Chs 1, 4-8, 12; Bk VIII, Chs 3-13, Bk IX, Chs 5-7, 13-17, 22-3; Bk X, Chs 1-8, 14-16, 18, 20, 24, 25, 29, 31, 32; Bk XI, Chs 1-7, 9-29, 32, 33
*Instructions for 1st Exegetical Analysis posted on My Courses site

WEEK 3
January 22: St. Augustine

reading: City of God, Bk XII, Chs 1-9, 15-18, 21-26; Bk XIII complete; Bk XIV, Chs 1-6, 9-15, 19, 21, 25, 27, 28, Bk XIX, Chs 4-15, 17, 20, 22, 25, 27; Bk XX, Chs 1, 2, 5-27; Bk XXI, Chs 1-3, 9, 10, 15, 16, 23; Bk XXII 1-5, 7, 11, 12, 15, 16, 18, 20-24, 26-30

WEEK 4

January 29: Kant

reading: Grounding, pp.  1-62
*1st Exegetical Analysis due

WEEK 5

February 5: Kant
reading: Perpetual Peace,  pp. 1-60, 93-139 

*Instructions for 2nd Exegetical Analysis posted on the My Courses site

WEEK 6

February 12: Hegel

reading: Phenomenology of Spirit, “Introduction,” “Sense-Certainty,” “Perception,” pp. 44-57; Science of Logic, “With What Must The Science Begin?” pp. 67-78 (all photocopies)
WEEK 7

Reading Week: February 18- February 23 (no classes)

WEEK 8

February 26: Hegel

reading: ); Houlgate, “History and Truth,” pp.4-25; Phenomenology, “The Truth of Self-Certainty,” pp. 104-119; Kojeve, Introduction to the Reading of Hegel, pp. 3-30 (all photocopies)
2nd Exegetical Analysis due

WEEK 9

March 4: Hegel

reading: Phenomenology of Spirit, “Spirit,” pp 263-289; Russon, “The Ritual Basis of Self-Identity,” pp. 169-183 (all photocopies)
*Instructions for the 3rd Exegetical Analysis posted on the MyCourses site

WEEK 10
March 11: Marx

reading: The Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 66-125, 203-217, 302-361, 392-411, 417-438, 450-465, and “The Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 469-500
WEEK 11
March 18: Horkeimer and Adorno

reading:  “On the Concept of Enlightenment,” pp. 3-42; Adorno, “Progress,” pp. 84-101 (all photocopies)

*Instructions for the Term Paper posted on the MyCourses site
*3rd Exegetical Analysis due

WEEK 12
March 25: Benjamin

readings: “On the Program of the Coming Philosophy,” pp. 1-12; “N: Theory of  Knowledge, Theory of Progress,” pp.456-488; “Theses on the Philosophy of History,” pp. 253-264 (all photocopies)

WEEK 13
April 1: Derrida

reading: Specters of Marx, pp. 125-196 (photocopy)

WEEK 14

April 8:  Course Conclusion
*Term Paper due
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