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Division of Continuing Education
Ryerson University

Summer 2007
CPHL606 Syllabus

(Section BB1)
Instructor: Dr. Victoria I. Burke

Lectures: 6:00-9:30 MW

Philosophy of Love and Sex
Sex is associated with the natural function of reproduction. Because it holds the power to reproduce human life and because survival as a species has depended upon it, its significance has exceeded the private sphere, with which it is often associated, to become subject to various forms of social regulation. Indeed, some will argue that the social structures of marriage and the family exist as forms of containment precisely for sexuality and the power of the species which it represents. As such, sexuality can be understood to challenge any clear cut boundaries between the public and the private, and as a consequence has a political meaning. As such, sexuality can be seen to be at the heart of civilization.  

With this in mind, CPHL606 “Philosophy of Love and Sex” will examine the way in which discourse about sexuality has evolved in the 20th Century from Sigmund Freud, who first developed the notion that libidinal energy is repressed for reasons which serve the interests of cultural order, to Michel Foucault who challenges the very idea of repression. Herbert Marcuse develops the Freudian concept of repression in a Marxist analysis that argues that in the ideal society relations of production would be such that there would be no need for repression of libidinal energy. Instead sexuality would at once serve the interests of labour and be liberated, rather than repressed by it.  Labour would no longer be alienated, and sexual energy would be no longer repressed but would find its actualization in labor. Georges Bataille draws upon Freud's theory of repression and provides an alternative account of the nature and meaning of civilization's suppression of erotic energy in his analysis of the intimate relationship between taboos and the transgression which the taboo invites. Contrary to Marcuse, Bataille holds that sexuality is fundamentally opposed to work because it poses a threat to the rationality which the domain of work reflects. Indeed, sex is precisely that which is excessive of the rational sphere and cannot be incorporated into it. Rather, sex, along with certain types of religious experience which classify as erotic, serves as a limit to the world of work, a limit which is crossed in situations which must be segregated from everyday life by the taboo. This limit is marked by institutions which seek to contain the power which sexuality represents, such as marriage and religious organizations. The course will culminate in a reading of Michel Foucault's theory of sexuality and power. Foucault provides an alternative to the Freudian model by challenging the very idea that sexuality is at all "repressed," citing a proliferation of discourses on sexuality since the 19th-Century which exert a kind of power through language over its subjects. Far from being repressed sexuality is subject to perpetual discussion and scrutiny within the disciplines of the social and medical sciences and at the level of the intersubjective. These discourses serve a regulative function without necessarily repressing sexuality.  

All four thinkers examine the ways in which sexuality and politics are related to each other, and all four challenge the standard private/public distinction which is often associated with sexuality. We will analyze each of these four thinkers in depth (as well as some feminist challenges to Freud), focussing on the issues mentioned here as well as related standard philosophical matters such as the nature of language, subjectivity, and selfhood.   

Course Texts
Georges Bataille, Erotism: Death and Sensuality
Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Vol. I
Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization
Photocopy package (bibliography included on this syllabus)

Texts are available at the university bookstore.
Course Requirements
1. (30%) Freud Take Home Test:  A comprehensive take-home test covering all the Freud material (readings and lectures) from the first two weeks of class.  The test will be marked and returned to students prior to the last day on which the course can be dropped.

2. (35%) Term Paper: The term paper requires students to compare Freud's theories with one of the other thinkers (Marcuse, Bataille, or Foucault).  The student must demonstrate how the thinker they have chosen draws upon, diverges from, augments, and/or challenges, classical Freudian theory of sexuality.  The paper must be 7 pages in length and must follow a standard style sheet (such as Chicago Manual of Style or Modern Language Association).  All papers are due on  July30, 2007, with the exception of papers on Freud and Foucault which are due on August 1, 2007.  These deadlines are firm.  Extensions will be granted only in exceptional circumstances.  Students are responsible for keeping a copy of the paper they hand in and must be able to supply a replacement in the case that their paper should be misplaced.

3. (35%) Final Exam: a comprehensive exam covering all the material covered in the course (both the course readings and lecture material).  Study questions will be posted by July 25, 2007.              .  

Attendance: In a course of this size no records of attendance can be kept.  But  course exams will be based upon both the lecture material and the reading assignments.  Regular attendance at the lectures is thus strongly advised.

Class Sessions and Office Hours: This class is scheduled for  a 3 ½ hour time slot, from 6:00-9:30 MW. However, since Ryerson does not provide office space, I shall reserve the last  ½ hour of the class period for consultations. The lecture will end at 9:00, and from 9:00 to 9:30 I will be available in the classroom for consultation.


Course Schedule
WEEK 1
June 20: Course Introduction: Freud

readings:

Freud, "Female Sexuality" (photocopy)
-------, "Some Psychical Consequences of the Anatomical Distinction Btw. the Sexes" (photocopy)
-------, "The Ego and the Superego" (photocopy)

Irigaray, "Another 'Cause'--Castration" (photocopy)

Kofman, "The Specific Factor: Penis Envy" (photocopy)

---------, "A Critical Turning Point: The Discovery of Castration" (photocopy)

WEEK 2
June 25: Freud

readings:

Freud, "The Instincts and their Vicissitudes" (photocopy)

-------, "Repression" (photocopy)

-------, "Two Classes of Instincts" (photocopy)

*Instructions for Freud Take Home Test posted on course Blackboard website by this date
June 27: CLASS CANCELLED—PROFESSOR AT CONFERENCE

WEEK 3 
July 2: STATUTORY HOLIDAY--NO CLASS
July 4: Freud

reading: 

Freud, "Civilization and its Discontents" (photocopy)

WEEK 4
July 9: Marcuse

readings:

Marcuse, Eros and Civilization, "Preface to the First Edition", pp. xxvii-xxviii

                                       "Introduction" pp. 3-8

                                       "The Hidden Trend in Psychoanalysis", pp. 11-20

                                       "The Origin of the Repressed Individual (Ontogenesis)", pp. 21-54

                                       "The Origin of Repressive Civilization (Phylogenesis)", pp. 55-77

*Freud Take Home Test due

July 11: Marcuse

readings:

Marcuse, Eros and Civilization, "The Dialectic of Civilization", pp. 78-105

                                       "The Historical Limits of the Established Reality Principle", pp. 129-139

                                       "Phantasy and Utopia", pp. 140-158

WEEK 5
July 16: Marcuse

readings:

Marcuse, Eros and Civilization, "The Aesthetic Dimension", pp. 172-196

                                       "The Transformation of Sexuality into Eros", pp. 197-221

                                       "Eros and Thanatos", pp. 222-237

July 18: Bataille

readings: 

Bataille, Erotism, "Foreword", pp. 7-9

                      "Introduction", pp. 11-25

                      "Eroticism in Inner Experience", pp. 29-39

                      "The Link Between Taboos and Death", pp. 40-48

                      "Taboos Related to Reproduction", pp. 49-54

                      "Affinities Between Reproduction and Death", pp. 55-62

                      "Transgression", pp. 63-70

                      "Murder, Hunting, and War", pp. 71-80

                      "Murder and Sacrifice", pp. 81-88
WEEK 6
July 23: Bataille

reading: 

Bataille, Erotism, "From Religious Sacrifice to Eroticism", pp. 89-93

                      "Sexual Plethora and Death", pp. 94-108

                      "Transgression in Marriage and in Orgy", pp. 109-116

                      "Christianity", pp. 117-128

                      "The Object of Desire: Prostitution", pp. 129-139

                      "Beauty", pp. 140-146

                      "Kinsey, the Underworld, and Work", pp. 149-163

                      "Mysticism and Sensuality", pp. 221-251

                      "Conclusion", pp. 273-276

 July 25: Foucault

readings: 

Foucault, The History of Sexuality, "We 'Other Victorians'", pp. 1-13.

                                           "The Repressive Hypothesis", pp. 15-49

                                           "Scientia Sexualis", pp. 51-73

*Term Papers due (except papers on Freud and Foucault)

*Final Exam Study Questions posted

WEEK 7
July 30: Foucault
readings: 

Foucault, The History of Sexuality, "The Deployment of Sexuality", pp. 75-131

                                           "Right of Death and Power over Life", pp. 133-159.

Sedgwick, "The Epistemology of the Closet" (photocopy) 
August 1: 

*Papers on Freud and Foucault due

*Final Examination
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