Department of Humanities/Philosophy
University of Toronto at Scarborough
Fall 2008

PHL B05H3F Syllabus

Professor: Dr. Victoria I. Burke

Course Time: M 1-3 PM; W 1-2 PM
Course Location: SW 128
Office Hours: TU 1:15-2:00 PM; W 2:15-3:00 PM
Office Location: Humanities Wing 328
Email: vburke@utsc.utoronto.ca
Social Issues
Contemporary society is alive with disputes concerning a wide range of social issues. What type of society do we want to live in? What types of things should not be permitted in the world that we must all share together? How do we balance the idea of the entitlement to private property with the sense that the citizens of the wealthiest nations ought to help the world’s impoverished? Or does the institution of private property protect citizens of the world from even greater impoverishment? Does the state have the right to exact the ultimate penalty, the death penalty, from citizens who murder? Or does the death penalty contravene universal human rights that transcend the boundaries of the nation-state and which the state itself is obligated to uphold? What principles should be used in determining punishment? What are the limits on the cherished value of liberty? Should pornography, recreational drugs, smoking, cloning, gambling, prostitution, and hate speech be permitted by the state in the name of liberty? Should we use biogenetic engineering to create a world as free of genetically determined diseases as possible? Should we censor pornography and hate speech? Are recreational drugs harmful only to those who choose to ingest them of their own free choice? Do gambling institutions prey upon the vulnerable? Should prostitution be legal like any other business involving consenting adults?  To what extent should the state be paternalistic? What issues come into play when liberty could produce potential harm to historically disadvantaged groups? What is discrimination? What does it mean to be disadvantaged on account of one’s race or sex? How should we react to terrorism? Can we torture suspects who are strongly suspected of imminent acts of terror? Students enrolled in PHL B05H3F Social Issues will explore and debate these difficult issues and develop an understanding of the dominant lines of thought today on controversial social issues. 
Required Text:s
Timmons, Mark (Editor). Disputed Moral Issues: A Reader, Oxford, UK
Photocopy packet
Course Requirements: Students will be assessed on the basis of two Analysis papers (5-6 pages each) and a Final Examination.

Distribution:
 1st Analysis (5-6 pages): 30%

2nd Analysis (5-6 pages): 30%
Final Examination: 40%

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essays must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed single-sided, and double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student, the department secretary, the T.A. or the Instructor), it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax.
Deadlines: The deadlines for the two short essay assignments are September 29 and October 27, 2008. 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper is late.
Turnitin.com: A plagiarism detection service, turnitin.com, will be used for the essay assignments in this course. Students are required to submit a copy of their essay to the turnitin.com site prior to the deadline. Essays must be submitted in both hardcopy form (in class on the day of the deadline) and to the turnitin.com site in advance of the deadline. Essays not submitted to the turnitin.com site, will not be accepted. For instructions on how to submit essays, visit: 
http://www.utoronto.ca/ota/turnitin/TurnitinGuideFor Students.pdf
Late Papers: Late papers may be handed in to me directly or to the Department of Humanities office, which will date stamp them and put them in my mailbox.

Email: Philosophical questions will not be answered on email. Students must avail themselves of class time and office hours in order to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect a response in 48 hours.

Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to class, and should bring the texts to class as class will involve careful and close examination of the readings. Students’ essays will be assessed on the basis of grammar, style, and their comprehension and synthesis of the reading material, lectures, and tutorials. 
Blackboard: This course will have a Blackboard site where all handouts will be posted. Please check the Blackboard site regularly for announcements. The Powerpoint Presentations will also be posted on the Blackboard site. To login, visit:


http://iits.utsc.utoronto.ca/blackboard.html
http://www.portalinfo.utoronto.ca/student.htm
Course Schedule
WEEK 1:Course Introduction; Torture

September 8:  Shuhe, “Torture,” pp. 424-432
September 10: Dershowitz, “Should the Ticking Time Bomb Terrorist Be Tortured?’ pp. 432-442

WEEK 2: Wealth Distribution 
September 15: Sen, “Property and Hunger,”  pp. 462-467

*Instructions for the 1st Analysis paper posted to the Blackboard site.
September 17: Hardin, “Lifeboat Ethics,” pp. 447-452
WEEK 3 Wealth Distribution 
September 22: Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality,” pp. 452-457.
September 24: Arthur, “World Hunger and Moral Obligation,” pp. 458-461; O’Neill, “A Kantian Approach to World Hunger,” pp. 467-473
WEEK 4: Death Penalty
September 29: Kant, “Punishment and the Principle of Equality,”  pp. 364-366
*1st Analysis due
October 1: Nathanson, “An Eye for an Eye,” pp. 366-372; Van den Haag, “A Defense of the Death Penalty,” pp.  372-376
WEEK 5: Death Penalty; Individual Liberty and its Limits
October 6: Bedau, “The Case Against the Death Penalty,” pp. 376-381
October 8: Hill, Pornography and Degradation,” pp. 113; Strossen, “Why Censoring Pornography Would Not Reduce Discrimination Against Women,” pp. 98-107
WEEK 6: Individual Liberty and its Limits
October 13: Thanksgiving Day—no class
*Instructions for 2nd Analysis posted to the Blackboard site. 
October 15: Dworkin, “Liberty and Pornography,” pp. 107-120 

WEEK 7: Individual Liberty and its Limits
October 20: Lawrence, “Racist Speech as the Functional Equivalent of Fighting Words,” pp 121-124; Arthur, Sticks and Stones, pp. 125-132

October 22: Sumner, “Hate Propaganda and Charter Rights,” pp.  478-491 (photocopy)
WEEK 8: Individual Liberty and its Limits

October 27: Pence, Will Cloning Harm People?” pp. 336-343; Robertson, “Liberty, Identity, and Human Cloning,” pp. 320-327  
*2nd Analysis due
October 29: Kass, “Preventing Brave New World,” pp. 328-335
WEEK 9: Individual Liberty and its Limits

November 3; Kitcher, “Cloning: A Kantian Approach,” 344-348; Sandel, “The Case Against Perfection,” pp. 348-357 

*Study Guide for the Final Examination posted to the Blackboard site.
 November 5: Habermas, “ An Argument Against Human Cloning: Three Replies,” pp. 163-172 (photocopy)
WEEK 10: Individual Liberty and its Limits
November 10: Goodin, “Permissable Paternalism,” pp. 150-155; Boaz, “Drug-Free America or Free America,” pp. 140-145 
November 12: Wilson, “Against the Legalization of Drugs,” pp. 145-149 
WEEK 11: Individual Liberty and its Limits
November 17: Shrage, “Should Feminists Oppose Prostitution?” pp. 74-81; “Is Gambling Immoral? A Virtue Ethics Approach,” pp. 167-175
November 19: Newton, “Why is Gambling Wrong?” pp. 161-166
WEEK 12: Sexism and Racism
November 24: Frye, “Sexism,” pp. 182-187; Garcia, “Racism as a Model for Understanding Sexism, pp. 187-195

November 26: Philips, “Racist Acts and Racist Humor,” pp. 196-206
WEEK 13: Restitution
December 1: Corlett, “Reparations to Native Americans?” pp. 206-217
*Last day of class
December 5-19-2008 Final Examination Period: Final Exam date and time TBA

Bibliography for Photocopy Packet

Habermas, Juergen. “An Argument Against Human Cloning: Three Replies.” The Postnational Constellation: Political Essays. Trans. & Ed. Max Pensky. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2001. pp. 163-17.  ISBN: 0-262-58206-6; 300 pp.

Sumner, Wayne. “Hate Propaganda and Charter Rights,” Ethical Issues: Perspectives for Canadians. Ed. Eldon Soifer. Peterborough, ON: Broadview Press, 1997. pp. 478-491. ISBN 1-55111-109-8; 719 pp.

Students with a disability/health consideration are encouraged to approach Tina Doyle, Coordinator, and/or the AccessAbility Services Office @ 287-7560. They can also drop by the office, S302B, inside the Resource Center. The Coordinator is available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals, and arrange for appropriate accommodations.
