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Department of Philosophy
University of Guelph

Fall 2011

PHIL4230 Syllabus

Instructor: Victoria I. Burke

Office Location: MacKinnon 339 (office wing)

Office Hours: 10:00-10:30; 13:00-13:30 MW
Email: vburke@uoguelph.ca
Course Location: MacKinnon 308

Course Time: 11:30-12:50 MW
Social and Political Philosophy:

Surrealism and the Politics of the Particular
Surrealism is a literary and aesthetic genre, an avant-garde cultural formation. Walter Benjamin wrote that surrealism pushes the idea of poetic life to the limit of its possibility, where the threshold between waking and sleeping is worn away. The founders of the surrealist movement were influenced by Jewish mysticism, and they also embraced Freudian theory. They announced their solidarity with the communist parties. They sought, in Benjamin’s words, a kind of “profane illumination.” Leaving behind theological illumination, they sought to portray objects in their material form, but as transformed within collages of remote and antithetical extremes. Images would be juxtaposed in ways in which there would be no space for coherent meaning. The surrealists wanted to harness for the revolution the powers of intoxication. Surrealist thinkers were political in that they viewed surrealism as a form for critical representation of the fragmentation and decay of bourgeois reality. Georges Bataille called surrealist style the “absence of myth,” where mythology was associated with bourgeois illusion. Bourgeois reality had a dreamlike quality, and the surrealistic juxtapositions of montage could disenchant it in the name of a materialist revolution—not a political revolution that would transform the state, but a political revolution in manner of thinking that would transform everyday apprehension. Surrealism sought to shatter the comfortable myths that anesthetized bourgeois reality. It is the most important political reception of Freud: the surrealists thought that through the juxtaposition of images in montage the unconscious of fragmented capitalist society would make itself manifest. Surrealism was also engaged in the overthrow of bourgeois forms of art. Theodor Adorno criticized Benjamin’s political appropriation of surrealism, claiming that it itself simulated the dreamlike and mythological state of bourgeois reality that it sought to shatter, producing a dreamworld that was just as anesthetizing as the fragmented capitalist world. Through the writings of Breton, Aragon, Freud, Bataille, Benjamin, and Adorno this course in Surrealism and the Politics of the Particular will explore the political climate of late modernity in which surrealism sought to intervene. We will examine selected works of surrealist art and literature, and the surrealist method of Benjamin’s Arcades Project. Central to our inquiry will be the widely held view that surrealism is an “idealist” movement that employs a dialectical method. This seminar is interdisciplinary, integrating material from the visual arts, literary theory, literature, political theory, philosophy and psychoanalysis.
Required Texts:

Andre Breton, Mad Love
Andre Breton, Communicating Vessels
Nietzsche, The Portable Nietzsche
2 Photocopy Packets
Recommended Text:

Louis Aragon, Paris Peasant

Obtaining Course Texts: The three textbooks,  the coursepacks, and the optional text, are available in the university bookstore.

Course Requirements: Students will be assessed on the basis of two Analysis papers (5-6 pages each), Class Participation and a Final Term Paper (12 pages).

Distribution:
 Short Nietzsche Paper (5-6 pages): 25%

Short Paper on Breton (5-6 pages): 25%

Class Participation 15%

Final Term Paper (12 pages): 35%

Guidelines for submitting written work: The essays must be submitted on white 8.5 x 11 paper, typed single-sided, and double-spaced. Students must keep a copy of their work for their own files in case the paper should become lost. If the paper becomes lost (by the student or the Instructor, it is the student's responsibility to be able to replace it. Papers may not be submitted electronically via e-mail or by fax. Only hard copies are accepted.
Ecologically friendly writing assignments: In the interest of maintaining an ecologically sound course, cover sheets are not required on the assignments. Put your name and student number at the top of the first page and start the essay one quarter of the way down the page. Use the MLA, APA, or Chicago Manual of Style as a style guide for citations. It is not important which style sheet you use: what is important is that you are consistent and correct. Do not include a separate bibliography page, use footnotes at the bottom of each page.

Citation Style: Use APA, MLA, or Chicago Manual of Style. Because this is an advanced course, I will be looking for consistency and correctness of bibliographical information. It doesn’t matter what style sheet you use, but you must be consistent and correct. Marks will be subtracted on the writing assignments for sloppy and incorrect citations.

Class Participation: Participation points are awarded for students who actively make themselves known during class sessions through verbal contributions.

Deadlines: The deadlines for the two short essay assignments are (in class) October 3, 2011 and October 31, 2011. 10% will be subtracted from the student’s grade for every day that the paper is late. The final term paper is due in class on the last day of class, November 30, 2011. Late papers will not be accepted via email, and university regulations regarding late work during the final exam period will be strictly observed.
Late Papers: Late papers may be handed in to me directly or to my department mailbox. Essays are not to be submitted to front office staff at the philosophy department. Write the date and time you drop the paper off on the paper. If the date and time you indicate is inconsistent with what I know about the time I pick the paper up, and the dates and times I check the mailbox, the late penalty will be assessed on the basis of the time I pick the paper up. Put the paper directly into the mailbox without disturbing the office staff.
Email: Philosophical questions will not be answered on email. Students must avail themselves of class time and office hours in order to have their questions answered. Only short administrative questions will be answered on email. You can expect a response in 48 hours.
Desire2Learn Site: This class will have a Desire2Learn website, where all powerpoint presentations and handouts (including instructions for the essay assignments) will be posted. Students may access the site through Courselink, and are required to check the site regularly for announcements.
Readings and Lectures: Students should read the assigned material prior to class, and should bring the texts to class as class will involve careful and close examination of the readings. Students’ essays will be assessed on the basis of grammar, style, and the quality of their comprehension and synthesis of the reading material and lectures.
\
Course Schedule
WEEK 1 Course Introduction
September 12: No readings
September 14: After Truth, After God

Readings: Nietzsche, “Zarathustra’s Prologue,” 121-137; The Gay Science, #125, #341
WEEK 2 After Truth, After God
September 19: Nietzsche, 

Readings: Human, All Too Human, #2, #5, #146, #224

*Instructions for short Nietzsche paper posted by the date
September 21: Nietzsche 

Readings: “On Truth and Lie in the Extra-Moral Sense,” 42-7
WEEK 3 The Desire in Language
September 26: Nietzsche
Readings: “The History of an Error,” 485-6; “The Four Great Errors,” 492-501
September 28: Kristeva 

Readings: “The Semiotic and the Symbolic,” 21-30 (photocopy)
WEEK 4 Dreamworld
 October 3: Freud
Readings: Introductory Lectures on Psycho-Analysis, 17-47, 122-137, 301-337; “The Unconscious,” 506-518 (all photocopies)
*Short Nietzsche paper due (5-6 pages)
October 5:Freud
Readings: The Interpretation of Dreams, 64-81, 112-132; “The Relation of the Poet to Day-Dreaming,” 500-506 (all photocopies)
WEEK 5 Language, Phenomena, and Polysemy

October 10: Heidegger

Readings: “Language,”189-210 (photocopy)
October 12: McCumber, Ricoeur

Readings: McCumber, “Poetic Interaction,” pp. 380-408;  Ricoeur, “Double-Meaning as a Hermeneutic Problem and as a Semantic Problem,” 384-397 (all photocopies)
WEEK 6 Political Manifestoes

October 17: Breton 
Readings: “Soluble Fish,” Manifestoes of Surrealism, 49-109; “Prolegomena to a Third Surrealist Manifesto or Not,” Manifestoes of Surrealism, 279-194 (all photocopies)

*Instructions for short Breton paper posted by this date

October 19: Breton
Reading: Communicating Vessels (complete)

WEEK 7 The Epistemology of Love

October 24: Breton

Reading: Mad Love (complete); Communicating Vessels, cont’d.
October 26: Breton

Reading: Mad Love (complete)

WEEK 8 The Absence of Myth
October 31: Bataille

Readings: “The Castrated Lion,” 28-9; “Surrealism from Day to Day,” 34-47; “On the Subject of Slumbers,” 49-51; “The Surrealist Revolution,” 52-3; “Surrealism,”,54-6 (all photocopies)

*Short Breton paper due (5-6 pages)
November 2: Bataille
Readings: “Surrealism and God,” 182-5; “Max Ernst, Philosopher!” 134-5 (all photocopies)
*Instructions for Term Paper posted by this date
WEEK 9 Profane Illumination

November 7: Benjamin

Reading: Surrealism,” pp. 177-192 (photocopy)
November 9: Benjamin

Reading:  The Arcades Project, “The Collector,” 203-11 (photocopy)

WEEK 10 The Phantasmagoria of Capitalism
November 14: Benjamin
Readings: The Arcades Project, “Arcades, Magasins de Nouveautes, Sales Clerks,” 31-61 
November 16: Benjamin

Readings:  The Arcades Project, “Paris: Capital of the Nineteenth Century,” 14-26; “The Streets of Paris,” 516-26 (all photocopies)
WEEK 11 Art as Critical Theory
November 21: Adorno
Reading: . “Looking Back on Surrealism,” 1113-6. (photocopy)
November 23: Adorno

Reading: “Looking Back on Surrealism,” 1113-6 (photocopy)
WEEK 12 The Surrealistic Face of the City

November 28: Aragon
Reading:  Paris Peasant (complete)
November 30: Aragon

Reading: Paris Peasant (complete)
*Last Day of Classes
*Term Paper Due (12 pages)
Bibliography for Photocopy Packets 
Adorno, Theodor. “Looking Back on Surrealism.” Modernism: An Anthology. Ed. Lawrence Rainey. Wiley-Blackwell, 2005, pp. 1113-6. ISBN-10: 0631204490; 1216 pp.
Bataille, Georges. The Absence of Myth: Writings on Surrealism. Trans. Michael Richardson. London, UK: Verso, 1994, pp. 28-29, 34-56, 134-5, 182-185. ISBN 0-86091-419-4; 211 pp.
Benjamin, Walter. “Surrealism.” Reflections: Essays, Aphorisms, Autobiographical Writings. New York: Schocken Books, 1986. pp. 177-192. ISBN 0-8052-0802-x; 348 pp.
Benjamin, Walter. The Arcades Project. Trans. Howard Eiland and Kevin McLaughlin. Cambridge, MA: The Bellnap Press of Harvard University Press, 1999, pp. 14-26, 31-61, 203-211, 516-526. ISBN 0-674-04326-X; 1073 pp.  
Breton, Andre. Manifestoes of Surrealism. Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press, 1972, pp. 49-109, 279-294 ISBN 978-0-472-06182-2; 304 pp.
Freud, Sigmund. Introductory Lectures on Psycho-Analysis. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1966. pp. 17-47, 122-137, 301-337. ISBN 0-87140-118-5621; 621 pp. 
Freud, Sigmund. The Interpretation of Dreams. London: Penguin Books, 1958, pp. 64-81, 112-132. ISBN: 0-14-13794-7; 871 pp.
Freud, Sigmund. “The Relation of the Poet to Day-Dreaming.” Art and its Significance, Third Edition. Ed. Stephen David Ross. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1994, pp. 500-506. ISBN 0-7914-1852-9; 692 pp.
Freud, Sigmund. “The Unconscious.” The Continental Aesthetics Reader. Ed. Clive Cazeaux. New York: Routledge, 2000, pp.  506-518. ISBN 0-415-20054-7; 618 pp.

Heidegger, Martin. “Language.” Poetry, Language, Thought. Trans. Albert Hofstadter. New York: Harpur & Row, 1971. pp. 189-210. Standard Book Number 06-090430-5; 229 pp.

Kristeva, Julia. Revolution in Poetic Language. Trans. Margret Waller. New York: Columbia University Press, 1984, pp. 21-30; ISBN 0-231-05643—5; 271 pp.

McCumber, John. Poetic Interaction: Language, Freedom, Reason. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989. pp. 380-408. ISBN 0-226-55706-9; 487 pp

Ricoeur, Paul. “The Problem of Double-Meaning as a Hermeneutic Problem and as a Semantic Problem.” Art and its Significance, Third Edition. Ed. Stephen David Ross. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1994, pp. 384-397. ISBN 0-7914-1852-9; 692 pp.

Selected Works of Possible Interest Recommended Beyond the Photocopy Packet (that may be useful for the term paper):
Buck-Morss, Susan. Dreamworld and Catastrophe

Buck-Morss, Susan. The Dialectics of Seeing.

Buck-Morss, Susan. The Origin of Negative Dialectics
Breton, Andre. Nadja

Ciavatta, David. “Hegel on Desire’s Knowledge.” The Review of Metaphysics. 61.3 (Mar. 2008) p527
Freud, Sigmund. “The Uncanny.” Studies in Parapsychology.  Ed. Stuart Rieff. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company. 

Hegel, G.W.F. “Sense-Certainty.” Phenomenology of Spirit. Trans. A.V. Miller. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1977, 58-66.
Heidegger, Martin. On the Way to Language.

Lacan, Jacques.  “The Subversion of the Subject and the Dialectic of Desire in the Freudian Unconscious.” Ecrits. Trans. Alan Sheridan.New York: W.W.Norton & Company, 1977., 671-702
Marx, Karl. Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844.

Marx, Karl. The Communist Manifesto.

McCumber, John. “Hegel’s Anarchistic Utopia.” Southern Journal of Philosophy
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22 (Jul 1984): 203-210.
Russon, John. “Sense, Time, and My Meaning.” Reading Hegel’s Phenomenology. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004, 13-22.
E-mail Communication

As per university regulations, all students are required to check their uoguelph.ca email account

regularly - email is the official route of communication between the university and its students.

When You Cannot Meet a Course Requirement...

When you find yourself unable to meet an in-course requirement because of illness or

compassionate reasons, please advise the course instructor (or designated person, such as a

teaching assistant) in writing, with your name, id#, and e-mail contact. See the undergraduate

calendar for information on regulations and procedures for Academic Consideration:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-ac.shtml

Drop Date

The last date to drop one-semester Fall 2011 courses, without academic penalty, is Thursday,

November 3, 2011. For regulations and procedures for Dropping Courses, see the

Undergraduate Calendar:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-drop.shtml

Copies of out-of-class assignments

Keep paper and/or other reliable back-up copies of all out-of-class assignments; you may be

asked to resubmit work at any time.

Academic Misconduct

The University of Guelph is committed to upholding the highest standards of academic integrity

and enjoins all members of the University community – faculty, staff, and students – to be aware

of what constitutes academic misconduct and to do as much as possible to prevent academic

offences from occurring. The Academic Misconduct Policy is detailed in the Undergraduate

Calendar:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/c08/c08-amisconduct.shtml

Recording of Materials

Presentations which are made in relation to course work—including lectures—cannot be

recorded in any electronic media without the permission of the presenter, whether the instructor,

a classmate or guest lecturer.

Resources

The Undergraduate Calendar is the source of information about the University of Guelph’s

procedures, policies and regulations which apply to undergraduate programs. It can be found at:

http://www.uoguelph.ca/registrar/calendars/undergraduate/current/
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